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NATO Te Send Force Back to Mediterranean 


AU 1701133491 Paris AFP in Enelish 1324 GMI 
17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Brussels, Jan 17 (AFP)—NATO agreed 
Thursday to send an allied naval force back into the 
Eastern Mediterranean a week ahead of schedule to protect 
sealanes in the vicinity of Turkey, NATO said here. 


A NATO spokesman said the alliance was also sending 
minesweepers from its force in the Anglo-French Channel 
to the centrai Mediterranean “to protect the safety of 
shipping and freedom of navigation in this vital area”. 


The 16-member North Atlantic Treaty Organisation said 
the force aimed at “monitoring the freedom of naviga- 
tion and safe passage”. 


The allied naval force, comprising the eight-vessel NAV- 
OCFORMED (Naval On-Call Force-Mediterranean) 
was sent to the eastern Mediterranean in September last 
year, shortly after the Gulf crisis began in August. 


NATO sources said earlier that the unstated purpose of 
the force was to protect Turkey in the event of a Gulf 


war. Turkey is the only NATO member which shares a 
border with Iraq. 


The NAVOCFOR MED force, comprising five frigates and 
three anti-submarine vessels, was originally sent to the 
eastern Mediterranean to replace U.S. ships sent to the 
Gulf, and to monitor maritime traffic to the Suez Canal. 


It was withdrawn last month for maintenance and was 
due to return to the eastern Mediterranean on January 
23. The NAVOCFORMED force comprises vessels from 
the U.S., British, German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese. 
Greek and Turkish navies. [passage omitted] 


Will Defend Turkey 


10°/701081191 Paris AFP in English 0536 GMI 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Brussels, Jan 17 (AFP}—Ambassadors from the 
16 countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
on Thursday reaffirmed their “determination” to defend 
Turkey, the only NATO country with a border with Iraq. 
NATO's secretary general, Manfred Woerner, said 


He spoke after the envoys held a pre-dawn emergency 
meeting at NATO headquarters 


He said the ambassadors expressed their “solidarity and 
support for the enforcement of the United Nations 
Security Council by those whose forces are engaged in 
the region.” 


He also expressed his “earnest hope that hostilities be 
brought to conclusion as soon as possible, consistent 
with the full implementation of these resolutions.” 


NATO has sent over 40 warplanes to Turkey 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS I 


EEC Foreign Ministers To Meet in Paris 17 Jan 


1.D1701090791 Paris Domestic Service in French 
USO0 GMI i Jan 9} 


{Text} The foreign affairs ministers of the 12 members of 
the EEC will assemble in Paris at | 700 for an emergency 
meeting 


Poos Says EC Still Ready To Seek Settlement 


10°] 701091391 Paris AFP in English 0906 GMI 
17 Jan ¥1 


[Text] Luxembourg, Jan 17 (AFP)}—The European Com- 
munity (EC) 1s stull ready to search for a political solution 
to the Gulf conflict, Luxembourg Foreign Munister 
Jacques Poos said here Thursday [17 January] 


Luxembourg holds the current revolving presidency of the 
EC. Mr. Poos said in a radio interview that the war should 
be stopped as soon as possible, but that this depended on 
Iraq's readiness to recognise international law. 


EC foreign ministers are due to meet in Paris Thursday 
after a meeting in the French capita! of the Western 
European Union (WELW). 


The WEL groups nine members of the EC, and 1s the 
only Western European body specifically qualified to 
consider military and defence matters. 


The EC iried unsuccessfully for several weeks to mediate 
peace in the Gulf, but its efforts were rebuffed by Iraq on 
the grounds that the community was too pro-American. 


There have been strains within the EC on its mediation 
efforis, with some countries, most prominently Britain, 
objecting to proposals mainly from France to link a general 
Middle East peace initiative with a Gulf settlement. 


IEA To Activate Emergency Oil Plan ‘Rapidly’ 
10'1701103191 Parts AFP in Enelish 0930 GMT 
17 Jan 9] 


[Text] Paris, Jan 17 (AFP)}—The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) here was likely “rapidly” to put into effect 
its emergency plan to cope with a possible cut in oil 
supplies in response to the outbreak of war in the Gulf, 
an IEA spokesman said 


IEA executive director Helga Steeg was consulting the 21 
member countries to ensure that “everyone agrees on the 
fact that hostilities have begun”, the spokesman said. 


The IEA on Friday adopted an emergency plan to 
mobilise 2.5 milion barrels of oil per day by drawing two 
million barrels per day from stocks and through energy- 
saving measures to economise $00,000 barrels per day. 


US. President George Bush during Wednesday night 
authorised distribution of necessary from the U.S. stra- 
tegic oil stockpile of 600 million barrels. The U.S 
contribution to the IEA plan would be 1.12 millon 
barrels per day. 





2 AUSTRIA 


Country Backs UN Measures Against Iraq 
AU 1601175891 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1700 GMT 16 Jen 91 


{“Excerpi” of statemeni by Chancellor Franz Vranitzky 
before the Austrian parliament in Vienna on 16 Janu- 
ary—recorded] 


[Text] Based on the knowledge of our own history, we are 
aware that any pacification and appeasement policy 
toward an aggressor only leads to a temporary delay but 
not to a solution, and that an even higher price may have 
to be paid at a later time. 


Having been the victims of military aggression at one 
time ourselves, we have every reason to support and 
back the resolute approach of the international commu- 
nity against an aggressor. In the sense of such solidarity, 
Austria will accept and fulfill all obligations under the 
binding resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council. 


AS a supporting measure in the sense of UN Security 
Counc?! Resoiution 678, we will continue to grant over- 
flight permission. Being a permanently neutral state, 
Austria will, of course, not take part in military opera- 
tions. It is a foregone conclusion that we also will not 
carry Out arms exports into the crisis area. However, it is 
equally a foregone conclusion that we will be available 
for humanitarian aid for all victims of the conflict, and 
we will be available for participating in any possible UN 
peace troops, if we were to be invited to do so, which 
cannot be ruled out. 


Vranitzky Urges Resumption of Gulf Talks 


AU 1701082391 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
0600 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Statement by Chancellor Franz Vranitzky after out- 
break of war in the Gulf in Vienna on 17 January— 
recorded] 


[Text] I must say that, even though nobody believed any 
longer during the past few hours and days that a military 
intervention was to be prevented, | Gid not want to give 
up the last ray of hope that the whole affair might be 
settled at the negotiating table and not in the battlefield. 
My disappointment is even greater now, and I consider 
the disaster even greater in view of the fact that such 
operations are possibk at the end of the 20th century. 
For Austria this means that the United Nations are our 
partner in this connection. We will certainly not get tired 
of advocating within the framework of the United 
Nations an early end to the hostilities and a return to the 
negotiating table. Even though bomb attacks and hostil- 
ities have started, it must be the goai of the community 
of peoples to resume the nonmilitary path as soon as 
possible and to get out of this dilemma, of this dead end, 
and of the disastrous confrontation. This is the way I sce 


things. 
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As far as Austria is concerned, everybody knows thai the 
government has made funds available to finance human- 
itarian measures, which means that we will help mitigate 
the fate of refugees and provide medical aid. In other 
spheres, we will continue measures against the aggressor 
Iraq, including the maintenance of the economic boy- 
cott. If Parliament adopts a corresponding law, we will 
also grant overflight rights—if required. We will cer- 
tainly not send troops and weapons to the crisis region. 


Calls for Quick End to War 


AU 1701092891 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 0825 GMT 17 Jan 91 


{Interview with Chancellor Franz Vranitzky by news 
announcer Hans-Georg Heinke in Vienna—live] 


{Text} [Heinke] | welcome Austrian Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky here in our studio. Good morning, Mr. Chan- 
cellor, thank you for coming. 


[Vranitzky] Good morning. 


[Heinke] There has been war for a bit more than sia 
hours, and the war is moving toward a certain decision. 


[Vranitzky] Yes, there is war. We in Austria did not want 
it. However, we had to note that all our appeals, 
attempts, and efforts were unsuccessful. The two par- 
ties—Irag on the one side and the international forces on 
the other—were too determined not to deviate from 
their positions so that there was no readiness for com- 
promise anymore. 


However, | think—and this with great emphasis—that 
one canno! simply accept this, even though today mili- 
lary success was reported. I would like to keep back a bit 
with a final and concluding assessment. At the moment 
everything looks like the game of a well-trained soccer 
team, but one must not forget that in every bomber 
which is flying there, death is flying with it, regardless of 
how gleaming and glittering the plane is—death for the 
person inside and for the people outside. This means, 
even though some people might now been overenthusi- 
astic, the war has to be stopped as quickly as possible. 


Our policy in this will be—as the foreign minister has 
also stated, not to get tired of advocating again and 
again, in particular via the Security Council, in which we 
are represented via the United Nations and via other 
diplomatic channels—the speedy return to the negoti- 
ating table. What we ourselves can do is give humani- 
tarian aid—for injured people, for refugees—and other 
first-aid measures. 


{Heinke] Are you already thinking of the time after the 
war, even though war started only this morning and one 
does not yet know how long it will take? 


[Vranitzky] | am thinking of the time after the war 
because I hope and demand that it be ended as soon as 
possible. However, people can and will be injured very 
soon—regardiess of whether these are acute cases or 
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people who need follow-up treatment. This does not 
matter, one has to show generosity in this respect. 


[Heinke] Last night, shortly after the dDeginning of the 
military actions, U.S. President Bush clearly defined the 
goals of the United States. These correspond to the UN 
resolutions as regards the liberation of Kuwait. How- 
ever, the Americans go even further—they want to 
abolish Iraq's military power. 


[Vranitzky] Well, the UN resolutions primanly demand 
the withdrawal of Iraq's occupation troops from the 
independent country of Kuwait. This is the assignment. 
Any political intentions that exceed this assignment will 
have to be examined and dealt with very, very carefully. 


[Heinke] Mr. Chancellor, thank you very much for your 
visit. 


Government Statement Appeals for Iraqi Withdrawal 


AU 1701121991 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] [Announcer] On the occasion of the military 
conflict in the Gulf region, Chancellor Franz Vranitzky, 
who has canceled his trip to Brussels, made a statement 
on behalf of the Austrian Government at a special 
Cabinet session in Parliament. Among other things, he 
said: The Austrian Government notes the outbreak of 
the military conflict in the Gulf region with great shock. 


The chancellor continued: 


[Begin Vranitzky recording] Of course, Austria will not 
participate in military activities. Of course, the Austrian 
Government will not approve any exports of war mate- 
riel to the region. Of course, however, it will be ready for 
any humanitarian aid, because war means, first of all, 
incredible suffering for the people affected. Therefore, 
the Austrian Government will do everything to con- 
tribute to ending this war as quickly as possible and to 
returning to peace on the basis of international law. 


Austria still sees the only chance for a lasting and just 
peace in this region in holding comprehensive negotia- 
tions on all open problems, the internal connection of 
which can no longer be denied. Therefore, it urgently 
appeals to lvaq’s President Husayn to withdraw from 
Kuwait, not to expect the people in his country to accept 
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even more destruction aii devastation, and to open up 
the path for a return to peace in this region. [end 
recording} 


Mock Says State Will Help Treat Gulf Injured 


AU1701093191 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 0800 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Austria’s Foreign Minister Alors Mock said this 
morning that he will order the Austrian UN ambassador 
to make it clear at the next session of the UN Security 
Council that after the end of the war international law 
must be immediately reestablished in the Arab region. 


Austria's contingent of medical personnel 1s to be 
increased and Austria will accept as many injured people 
as possible for treatment, Foreign Minister Mock said. 


Mock Stresses Solidarity With Middle East 
AU 1601184491 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1700 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[“Excerpt” from statement by Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock before the Austrian Parliament in Vienna on 16 
January—recorded] 


[Text] Ladies and gentlemen: I hope the world will at 
least be ready to learn a lesson from these tragic events, 
the lesson that the efforts made by all sides to finally give 
this much-afflicted region peace and stability must, in 
the future, be continued with an even greater intensity 
and determination. 


In this respect, Austria has for a long time stressed the 
necessity of holding a comprehensive Middle East con- 
ference under the auspices of the United Nations. The 
goal of such a conference must be the indispensable right 
of all nations and states in the region to live in peace and 
security. 


Ladies and gentlemen: What are the consequences of 
these events for Austria? | think the answer can only be 
this: Solidarity with those whose rights have been seri- 
ously violated, solidarity with the international commu- 
nity which has counteracted these rights violations. 
Whoever violates international law systematically will 
also undermine the foundation on which our neutrality 
is based. 
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Multinational Forces Launch Air Attack on Iraq 


Defense Ministry Confirms Offensive 


LD1701005291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0040 GMT 17 Jan ¥! 


[Defense correspondent Charles Miller report] 


[Text] War finally exploded in the Gulf tomght. The 
White House announced that “the liberation of Kuwait 
has begun” as a steady stream of American F-15 fighter- 
bombers took off from bases in Saudi Arabia bound for 
Baghdad. In the Iraq: capital itself, there were reports of 
bombs being dropped and anti-aircraft guns being fired 
And in London a Ministry of Defence spokesman said 
“The U_S.-led alliance 1s staging an air raid against Iraq 
forces. This 1s it. It has begun.” 


In Baghdad bombs and missiles were targeted on the 
centre of the Iraqi capital. One report said there had 
been at least three waves of air attacks so far and that 


Baghdad had “gone black” 


The Foreign Office confirmed shortly after midnight that 
hostilities had broken out in the Gulf, but a spokesman 
said it was not yet clear whether British forces were 
involved. There was ro immediate reaction from 
Downing Street but it 1s known that President Bush will 
have informed Prime Minister John Mayor by phone that 
an attack was imminent, probably carlier totay. Mr 
Major is certain to be keeping close touch with —cvelop- 
ments in the region through the night as the conflict 
continues 


UK Forces Involved in Action 


LD1°01011091 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English OOSO GMT 17 Jan 9! 


[Defense correspondent Charles Miller report] 


[Text] British forces in the Gulf played a key role in the 
imitial phase of the war to liberate Kuwait, it was 
disclosed early today 


In a short statement the Ministry of Defence in London 
said: “The multi-national forces in the Gulf, including 
British units, have been in action tonight. We are not 
making any further comment at this stage. The prime 
minister will be making a statement about breakfast 
time.” 


The units are believed to be RAF Tornado GR 1 fighter- 
bombers, which have been carmarked to destroy iraq 
airfields and radar installations 


Britain has about 45 GRIis at three bases mm the Gulf 
region. 
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Details of RAF Role in Attack 


LD1I70101259!1 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0116 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Defense correspondent Charlies Miller report] 


[Text] Waves of Britssh Tornado fighter-bombers struck 
deep inside Iraq at mulitary targets carly today 
According to military sources the 45 Tornado GR|Is left 
their bases at Dhahran and Tabuk in Saud: Arabia and 
Bahrain before midnight GMT. They were accompanied 
by Victor and VC10 refuciling tankers to extend their 
480-mile combat radius. The targets wess airfields. 
missiles sites, command and communicatian centers 
and radar installations im and around Baghdad and 
elsewhere in Iraq. 


After detailed briefings in their command centres, the air 
crews will have taken off accompanied by US. F-15 and 
F-16 fighters to provide air defence cover. Using their 
sophisticated night-vision equipment, they will have 
roared low over the desert towards thei targets al 
heights of lithe more than 20ft to 3071 to avoid detection 
by Iraq: radar 


Major Says Attack ‘Very Successful 
LD1701101391 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English O854 GMT 17 Jan 9! 


[Chris Moncrieff and Teslo Colley report] 


[Text] Prime Minister John Mayor today described the 
overnight bombing attack on Irag as “very successful”. 
And, on the steps of 10 Downing Street, he sau: “I am 
pleased to tell you that at the present time | am not yet 
aware of any British casualties.” 


He was speaking aficr a meeting of the so-called war 
cabinet including Defence Secretary Tom King, Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd, Energy Secretary John 
Wakeham and the attorney general Sir Patrick Mayhew. 


Mr Mayor said he would be making a statement to the 
Commons later tonight. And he said that preliminary 
assessment showed the damage done in the four-nation 
attack was “considerable”. 


Mr Major said “I'm pleased to tell you that at present 
I'm not aware of any British casualties.” He said the 
operation was on-going and he would make a further 
statement to House of Commons later today. 


Mr Mayor said: “Allied forces attacked military targets in 


Iraq and Baghdad last night. The operation began just 
before midnight our time and it is a very large and 
continuing operation. 


“The attack was carmed out by a four-nation force, US, 
British, Saudi Arabian and Kuwaiti. 


“lt was, of course carved out under the authority of 
Uanted Nations Resolution 678." 
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The prime minister continued: “Early indications are 
that 1 has been a very successful operation. I have just 
received an initial report from Mr King and the chief of 
the defence staff. 


“| am pleased to tell you that at the present ume I am not 
yet aware of any British casualties. We will provide 
further information on the detailed success of the oper- 
ation al a later stage. 


“I know everybody will share my feelings that our 
principal thoughts and prayers are with the troops car- 
rying out this operation and with the: families who must 
be so concerned at home 


“Immense time and trouble have been taken to ensure 
that military targets are the target of this attack and an 
enormous amount of effort and care has gone into 
ensuring there are the minumum possible number of 
civilian casualties.” 


Answering questions, Mr Mayor firraly reyected consid- 
cring a pause to allow nepotsations to take place. He said 
firmly: “No. This is an on-going operation. If Saddam 
Husayn were to prepare to start withdrawing from 
Kuwait that 1s a separate matter This is an on-going 
matter 


“| am not prepared to risk the potential lives of Britesh 
forces by a pause which would allow Saddam Husayn to 
regroup his forces and perhaps launch a substantial 
attack. 


“The security of our forces must be the over-riding 
concern.” 


Mr Major said no-one entered into an operation of this 
scale or nature lightly. He said he had had a considerable 
number of conversations with President Bush about the 
possibility of needing to use force after the deadline 
expired 


“The final decision that we would use force if Iraq did 
not remove themselves from Kuwait was taken very 
shortly after the House of Commons debate on Tuesday 
[15S January]}.” 


Asked if there was no other option than force, Mr Major 
said: “That has been our position for a long time. The 
UN resolution was set some time ago. There was no 
doubt in international law that there was proper 
authority to use force after the expiry of the deadline 


“Saddam Husayn could not have been in any doubt at all 
that at the expiry of that deadline there was authority to 
use force and we would find it necessary to do so to cxpel 
him from Kuwait 


“| hope this will be a speedy and successful operation.” 


The prime minister said he could make no assessment of 
the length of time the war might last. But he said 
preliminary assessments of the damage had been made 
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“Thus far a cc wsiderable amount of dam: x has been 
done. T%cy are very prelormminary assessments. 


“| have known «bout the toaaung of the attack from the 
consultations | nad wih President Bush at the conclu- 
sion of the House of Commons de* ate on Tuesday. | was 
therefore aware of (he tuming the attack would take 
place.” He said: “No-one wanted this conflict. No-one 
can be pleased about the fact that this conflict was 
necessary. “I have been up throughout the night. There 
has been an open line to the White House and consulta- 


tions through the night 


“I hope it 1s clear to Irag that the scale of the allied 
operation 1s such that they cannot win. | hope Saddam 
Husayn will take a very swift decision and get out of 
Kuwait and enable this matter to end swiftly and deci- 
sively. | hope he will do that.” 


Mr Major vowed: “We will prosecute this war until 
comes to a successful conclusion 


“The world wants Saddam Husayn to leave Kuwait. 
When that matter 1s concluded the war will end 


“There must be no doubt our determination to prosecute 
it to that end. That has been made absoluicly clear by the 
allves that this 1s Our determination and our intention.” 


Tornado Fighter-Bomber Lost 
LDI701113891 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1115 GMT 17 Jan 91 


|Detense correspondent Charles Miller report] 


[Text] An RAF [Royal Ai Force] Tornado fighter- 
bomber has been lost during military strikes on Iraqi 
targets, military sources im the Gulf sad today. 


It «s understood to be the first loss among Britain's 75 
warplanes in the region. 


The precise location of the incident and the fate of the 
two-man crew are as yet unknown. 


The aircraft 1s understood to have been involved im the 
second- wave attacks on Iraq and Kuwait after the initial 
blitz 


An RAF squadron commander in the Gulf said allied 
casualties sustained in today's air strikes were very low, 
but he declined to specify the level of losses. Group 
Captain David Henderson told reporters the waves of air 
power sent to the “theatre of operation” in Iraq and 
Kuwait had been extremely successful with low casualty 
raics 


“It has been a massive effort and so far the casualty rates 
that | am aware of have been remarkably low and we are 
obviously pleased about that.” sand Group Capt Hend- 
erson, who heads a group of Tornado bombers which 
attacked airfields at secret locations. 
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Although !raq: air defences had been severely depicted 
because of the mnutial simkes, the second-wave attacks 
were in some ways more vulneranie because they were 
carned out without the cover of darkness. The first-wave 
sinkes, in which the Tornado G®! fighter- bombers 
played a kcy frontline role, took advantage of the sophis- 
lic .t<d night-wrseom sQuiprre'nt to allhbed aircraft to attack 
b) me! Although un dayight the aircraft are able to fly 
lows: ww avind enenyy defection, they are more vulner- 
able to amir-aercraft artilie:y fire. 


Iraqi Plane Said Escorted to Riyadh 
LD1701014291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0127 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Brtssh TV Pool reporter Ben Brown spoke of 
reports that an Iraq fighter was escorted into Riyadh by 
two US. aircraft: rota ming from the first attack. He said 
they first knew ta) «er was imminent at about | am 
local tume when :/«» heard the “deafening roar” of 
planes taking off ftv: "+ rosltary base near their hotel 
in Riyadh. The firs. pli cs re cemed at about 2.30 am 


Many people in the cz} Saw put on their NBC [Nuclear, 
Biological, Chemical] chemical warfare protection swvits 
and had headed for air raid shelters. 


Envoy Says Iraq Will Fight to ‘the I ast Child’ 


LDi701112491 London PRESS ASSOC, ATION 
in English 1019 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] The Iraqi ambassador tc Britain issued a 
chilling warning today—that his country would fight on 
until the last child. A defiant Dr. ‘Azmi Shafig al-Salihi 
said Iraqis would defend their country bravely and 
defeat their enemies. The ambassador was speaking at 
the Iraqi Embassy in Kensington, where he remains with 
a deputy and two technical staff. 


Asked if the Iraqis would give up after the allied 
bombing raids, he told BSkyB TV: “Until the last 
children in our country, we will defend our country 
bravely. We will defend the land of the prophets,” he 
said. iraqis would fight until “the last child, to the last 
blood of the Iraqi and Muslim fighters”. 


The ambassador dismissed reports of the allied bombing 
as “one-sided”. 


Asked if the average Iraqi person still supported Saddam 
Husayn, he said: “Yes they are all behind their leader 
and they will fight to defend their country and their 
principles. Ali the Muslims will be with the Iraqis. All the 
believers will be with the Iraqis,” he said. “And they will 
assist and fight with the Iraqis to defend the last of the 


hets " 


The ambassador said the question was not that of 
Kuwait. “The objectives of the United States and its 
allies 18 to destroy Iraq and to avert it from developing its 
society,” he said. “I am sure ... the objectives of thes dirty 
war will not be achieved at all.” 
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The Iragrs would fight and defeat their enemues, he said 
when told Prime Minister John Major had sand Saddan 
Husayn faced inevitable defeat and his country should 
give us. 


A visit to Dublin planned today by the ambassador was 
earher cancelled by the Iraq: authorities, the Irish Gov- 
ernment said. [passage omitted] 


Heathrow Airport Security “Unprecedentedly High’ 


Terrorist Response Feared 


D1701093191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0746 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Martin White report] 


[Text] Britain's busiest airport was on high alert today as 
fears of a terrorist response to the Gulf conflict intensi- 
fied. Police wearing body armour and equipped with 
machine guns patrolled the terminals at Heathrow as 
security was stepped up to unprecedentedly high levels. 


An carly morning El Al flight to Tel Aviv, one of the few 
still running in the region, was identified a5 a high risk 
target and police mounted an armed guard as passengers 
queued to board the Israchi ject. 


Security has been substantially intensified at the airport 
since the expiry of the UN deadline and staff have been 
warned to be particularly vigilant once military action 
starts. “We are well aware that this could be the Iraqi 
front line and we are taking these fears very seriously,” 
said one Heathrow security officer. A whole string of 
measures has been introduced including the stationing of 
armed troops at key positions around the airport. There 
is believed to have been a drop in air travel numbers 
amid fears that aircraft and airports could become 
targe(s although airlines continue to run full scheduled 
services away from the Gulf region. 


“My family 0s in 7orael ard the country 1s always a target. 
1 am confident that El Al's security is the best available 
but | shall be glad when we touch down at Tel Aviv,” 
said businessman Harry Green before boarding the 


flight 


Troops at Heathrow, Gatwick 


LD1601100691 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0923 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Air correspondent Peter Woodman report} 


[Text] Strict security was im force at UK airports today 
with troops taking up position at Heathrow and more 
armed police on duty at Gatwick. As the precautions 
were being taken against possible Iraq-inspired attacks, 
passengers were warned: “be extra vigilant.” 
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The Heathrow troops operation was being handled 
jointly Dy the Police and Army. Home Secretary Ken- 
neth Baker was understood to be planning to visit 
Heathrow later to see the new security arrangements at 
work. 


A spokesman at Gatwick Airport said today he under- 
stood troops might also be deployed at Gatwick today. 
The spokesman added: “I think we'll be going down the 
same road as Heathrov:. Certainly there are a lot more 
armed policemen around than normal and everyone is 
being extremely vigilant.” 


28 Iraqis Detained; Considered Security Risk 
LD1601204491 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1858 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Gramia Langdon-Down report} 


[Text] Twenty-eight Iraqis threatened with deportation 
from Britain were detained today within hours of the 
UN deadline expiring becausr they posed a risk to 
national security, it disclosed tonight. The move reflects 
mjunting concern that Presideni Saddam will order 
verrorst attacks in Britain and round the world if war 
breaks out. 


The Iraqis—among the 67, mostly students, issued with 
notices of intention to deport earlier this month—were 
taken into custody around the country in joint immigra- 
tion and oclice operations. Seven others who have still to 
leave Britain must report daily to the police and live at a 
specified address. 


The Home Office has issued deportation notices to 95 
businessmen and students since September on the 
grounds that their presence was “not conducive to the 
public good for reasons of national security”. The For- 
eign Office has also expelled 36 diplomats and embassy 
staff so far this year. 


A Home Office spokesman said: “The immigration 
service and the police at the request of the Home Office 
have today detained 28 Iraqi nationals who had been 
served with notices of intention to deport. They were 
detained under Immigration Act 1971 powers after full 
consideration of all their circumstances and an assess- 
ment of the risk they pose to national security.” 


Hurd's Last-Mingte Prewar Statements Reported 


Gelf War ‘Will Be Successful’ 
LD1601101191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0947 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] “A flash of understanding™ in Iraq could still 
prevent war, Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd said today. 
There was still hope that the Iraqis would realise “what 
they are dog is not only wrong, but hopeless”, he said. 


UNITED KINGDOM 7 


Mr Hurd said he thought an cleventh-hour peace bid by 
the UN secretary-general might have succeeded im per- 
suading Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. “I thought i 
possible that he would go to Baghdad with all the 
arguments and that seli-preservation would have 
we«ghed most heavily with the lragrs. Their best hope lay 
in withdrawal,” he said. “The truth is that, for the trme 
being, they have taken leave of their senses.” 


Mr Hurd was asked on BBC Radio 4's Today »oro- 
gramme if he felt any sense of relief that the waiting 
period for the end of the deadline was now over. “Not 
really. lt would have been betier to have solved this by 
peaceful means,” he said. 


Mr Hurd said the allied military action would be suc- 
cessful but he added: “I have never pretended it will be 
enormously quick. It would be very foolish to pretend 
that it will be casy. It will be successful.” He added: 
“What we must hope is if there ts no last-minute change 
of mind in Baghdad. it will be well-concucted with that 
extra bit of luck which is always necessary and 1 will be 
over quickly—the freeing of Kuwait. Then we can pick 


up the pieces.” 


Notes Stand on Nuclear Arms 


LD1601171691 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1429 GMT 16 Jan 9! 


[Text] Britain would reconsider its pledge not to use 
nuclear weapons in the Gulf if Iraq were found to have 
its own nuclear capability, Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said todav. 


He told the forcign affairs select committee that “we 
have no knowledge or belief that Iraq at the moment has 
manufactured or acquired nuclear weapons.” 


Both Britain and America are bound by assurances they 
have given to the United Nations th~i they would not use 
nuclear weapons against non-nuclear powers who, like 
Iraq, are signatories to the non-proliferation treaty. 


But Mr Hurd «aid: “If any non-nuclear state covered by 
that were to manufacture or acquire nuclear weapons in 
breach of that treaty, we would have to consider carefully 
how our undertaking was affected.” 


Mr Hurd came to the committee straight from a meeting 
with the prime minister \o answer MPs’ questions about 
the prospect for the days ahead, and the course and 
aftermath of any war. 


Mr Hurd said sanctions would continue to be crucial: “if 
there is military action, clearly depriving Iraq of goods 
and foreign exchange continues to be very important. 
The sanctions policy is crvcial... but the military option 
cannot be excluded.” He aded: “At the moment we have 
the will and the means to go in. You need both if you are 


going to go to war to reverse aggression.” 


Mr Hurd insisted an Iraqi attack on Israel, causing Israc! 
to retaliate in self-defence, would not make the Arab 
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members of the coalition switch sides. He did not think 
Israel was likely to make a pre-emptive strike: “But it is 
possible that it might be attacked.” 


Labor Spokesman Views Arab-Israeli Question 
PM1701115691 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 17 Jan 91 p 12 


{Alan Osborn report: “World “Will Turn on Israel After 
Gulf Settlement’”’} 


[Text] The world will turn its attention to Israel's occu- 
pation of Palestinian land and its defiance of United 
Nations resolutions when the Gulf crisis is over, Mr. 
Kaufman, Labour foreign affairs spokesman, said yes- 
terday during Question Time in the Commons. Israel 
would be well advised to start talking now, he said. 


The question of Israeli-occumied territories was not 
mercly one of calling an international conference but 
also involved the violation of human rights by Israel - 
“shootings, deportations and other arbitrary actions on 
the population under Israeli occupation”. 


He accepted that a peace conference would have to await 
the end of the Gulf crisis but there was action that could 
be taken now “because of these violations of United 
Nations resolutions”. 


He called on the government to draw the attention of 
Israel to its “continued defiance of the United Nations”. 
If necessary. Britain should raise the maiter again 
urgently at the UN Security Council. 


Mr. Kaufman said Israel should be told that “while at 
present it was not possible to call a Middle East peace 
conference, there is going to come a stage when the world 
will turn its attention to this matter fully and a resolution 
involving self-determination for the Palestinians must 
result”. 


Earlier, Mr. Hurd, Foreign Secretary, said that Britain 
would seek a Middle East peace conference with the 
same vigour that it applied to the Iraq crisis, but it would 
ve a case of “one after the other”. 


When the Gulf crisis was over ““we must, all of us, return 
with new vigour to looking for a just solution to the 
Arab-Israeli problem”. 


However, no one could seriously believe that there could 
be any advantage in an international conference “pro- 
duced in the context of aggression against Kuwait”. 


A real chance to tackle the Arab-Israeli problem with 
greater hope of success would have to await the reversal 
of the aggression by Iraq. 


“But then we do have to return to it and everybody, 
including the Palestinians, will need to have fresh ideas 
if we are to do so with any success,” said Mr Hurd. 


Any conference would have to be called in circumstances 
where it stood a chance of success “and that is why this 
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vexed problem of Israel sitting down with Palestinians, 
with representative Palestinians, has to be tackled and 
solved first,” he said. 


Sir David Steel, the former Liberal leade~, said ne had 
found on a recent visit “deep demoralisation and a sense 
of frustration” among Palestinians that the world was 
taking so long to deal with the issue. He hoped a 
conference would show up Saddam Husayn as an “‘obsta- 
cle to the wider Middle East peace”. 


Mr. Hurd recalled that the government had not been 
silent about the treatment of Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. He did not accept the policy of the present 
Israeli Government, which rested on continued occupa- 
tion. 


The time would come when Israel would have to settle 
down to working with others for a more stable outcome, 
said Mr Hurd. 


Members on both sides complained during question 
time that some hostages were not being treated as well as 
they should have been on returning to Britain. 


Mr. Alan Beith (Lib Dem, Berwick-upon-Tweed) said it 
was vital that people did not have to face income tax bills 
because they had been out of the country for less than | 2 
months. 


Mr. Hogg, Foreign Office Minister, said the Treasury 
was looking at ways of ensuring that people forced to 
return home early were not penalised. There were still a 
number of agencies helping those who had been forced to 
return from the Gulf. 


Hurd on Gorbachev's Reaction to Baltic Violence 


LDi001204191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1724 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd today criticised 
reaction in Moscow to the Soviet crackdown in 
Lithuania in which 14 people died. He said Presicent 
Gorbachev had denied responsibility for issuing the 
orders which led to the deaths. 


“I don't myself think that is enough in a country like the 
Soviet Union. I think there needs to be rather more said 
about who was responsible, and what the view is of the 
actions which they took.” 


Mr Hurd was replying in the Commons to an emergency 
question from Shadow Foreign Secretary Gerald 
Kaufman. Of the 14 people who died, 13 were Lithua- 
nians and one was a Soviet officer. 


Mr Hurd repeated government warning that the Soviet 
action could jeopardise planned British aid for the 
Soviet Union. If President Gorbachev now relied for 
support on those wanting to reverse his reforms, he 
would start on a path down which Britain could not 
follow. 
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The foreign secretary told the house: “We strongly 
oppose the use of coercion, against elected assemblies in 
the Baltic states. We believe that only free negotiation 
based on democratic principles can provide a lasting 
solution to the problems of the Baltic peoples and we 
urge the Soviet Government to follow this course.” He 
added: “It is overwhelmingly in our interests to support 
President Gorbachev the reformer, and perestroyka, and 
the changes in foreign policy from which we have all 
benefited. But if President Gorbachev now relies to such 
an extent for support on people who want to reverse 
these reforms, then he will start on a path down which we 
cannot follow him with the kind of help and cooperation 
which otherwise we would have planned.” 


Navy Training Establishments Scheduled To Close 


PM170]115891 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 17 Jan 91 p 6 


[John Hibbs repert: “Cver 100 Jobs Under Threat From 
Navy Closures” 


[Text] Three Navy establishments providing training 
and support services to the Fleet are to close within the 
next two years as part of the continuing review of 
Britain's military capacity foliowing the end of the Cold 
War. 


Mr. Archie Hamilton, Armed Forces Minister, announced 
that the Royal Navy [RN] Leadership School at Corsham, 
Wilts, (HMS Royal Arthur), and the RN Diesel Repair 
Depot at Blackbrook Farm, Fareham, Hants, will both be 
shut down by the end of March 1992. 
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In addition, the Navy's administrative headquarters at 
Furse House, London (HMS St Vincent), will be run 
down within the next 12 to /8 months. 


More than 100 civilian jobs are threatened by the 
closures, which are a direct result of the Options for 
Change exercise undertaken last year and is expected to 
generate “substantial” savings for the Ministry of 
Defence. 


However, in a written Commons answer confirming the 
changes, Mr Hamilton pledged that full consultation will 
take place with the trade unions. 


He also made it clear that alternative employment would 
be offered to the majority of the staff affected by the 
closures. 


All naval ratings pass through the RN Leadership School 
during their basic training while their promotion pros- 
pects are assessed. 


In future the functions will be transferred to the existing 
managerial and personnel training centre at Whale 
Island, Portsmouth, (HMS Excellent), while the 11 
civilian personnel employed there will be transferred to 
the Royal Navy complex at Bath. 


The in-house repair facilities for marine diesel engines at 
Blackbrook Farm were a victim of an independent 
review of existing facilities. 


It was found that large savings could be made by putting 
all overhauls out to industry, which already deals with 70 
per cent of the workload. 


The 96 staff involved will be offered other jobs in esther 
the RN Supply and Transport Organisation or the Min- 
istry of Defence civil service, though redundancies have 
not been ruled out. 
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Reaction to Beginning of Gulf Hostilities 


Kohl Expresses ‘Deep Concern’ 
LD170108519i Berlin ADN in German 0107 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl reacted 
with “deep concern” on Thursday morning to the start of 
military action in the Gulf. All efforts for a peaceful 
solution had thus failed. ““We all think at this hour of the 
people who will be the main sufferers in the conflict. We 
Germans above all can sympathize,” Kohl stated. 
Together with its partners, the Federal Government will 
do all in its power to end the war as soon as possible, he 
said. 


The Social Democratic Party Chairman Hans-Jochen 
Vogel learned of the start of the war with “speechless 
horror.” It means that politics has failed, he stated. 


Madame President, ladies and gentlemen, German sol- 
diers will not be used in the Gulf. However, at no point 
should we forget that our U.S., British, and French allies 
carry the main burden in the defense of law and freedom 
in this conflict. [applause] [30-second transmission 
failure] ...that, as our own history teaches us, aggressors 
must be stopped in time, that we all, the whole commu- 
nity of peoples, are responsible for the observance of 
laws and the preservation of peace in every individual 
region of the world. I would like to point out at this point 
that after the—I hope early—termination of the military 
confrontation, we must concentrate with even greater 
emphasis on the other decisive issues of that region. 
Purposeful new efforts will soon be required to achieve a 
permanent state of peace in the Middle East. I would like 
to repeat once more what I stated earlier this week here 
at the Bundestag: It is necessary to reconcile the right to 
self-determination of the Palestinian people with the 
right to existence and security of all countries in the 
region—that also applies, above all, to Israel. [applause] 


In the Middle East it must be possible, particularly after 
the experience of the most zecent hours, to finally 
overcome differences and t» develop stable security 
structures so that a just and la\iting peace can be achieved 
in that region. | would like tc point out once more that 
increased efforts for economic: development and for the 
elimination of the obvious social differences are required 
to stabilize the situation in the region. I hope that this 
goal will be achieved as soon as possible within the 
framework of a comprehensive development plan for the 
Near and Middle East. However, everybody knows that 
economic aid is not useful unless a satisfactory solution 
is found to the political issues. We, the FRG, are ready to 
make our contribution to that goal. 


Ladies and gentlernen, we are all deeply concerned about 
the news that has been reaching us since last night. | 
understand the worries of many people very well. Fur 
that reason, it is very important that our actions are 
determined by circumspection at this point. The Federal 
Government has made the required preparations within 
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the framework of its possibilities to avert possible dan- 
gers and to guarantee the security of the citizens of our 
country. 


In addition to providing security for people, we are also 
paying particular attention to maintaining a reliable 
energy supply. We have made efforts to prepare our 
country for this situation, and nobody in Germany 
should be induced to take rash aciions at this point. 
Reason, circumspection, and prudence are required. 
Everyone of us should take this into consideration. 
Through responsible and prudent behavior, the citizens 
in Our country must help ensure that we Germans do 
justice to this serious situation. We all wish that this war, 
and thus the suffering of the people involved, be term:- 
nated as soon as possible. Together with its partners and 
allies, the Federal Government wants to do everything 
possible and spare no effort to contribute to that goal. 
[applause] 


Gorbachev Message ts Kohl 
LD1701110691 Hamburg DPA in German 1021 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has sent a message on the crisis in the Gulf region 
to Chancellor Helmut Kohl. According to Government 
Spokesman Dieter Vogel, USSR Ambassador in Bonn 
Viadislavy Terekhov handed the message over in the 
Chancellery today. No details of the text were 
announced. 


According to Vogel, Kohl told the ambassador that the 
Federal Government wants, together with its partners, to 
do everything in its power to ensure that the military 
conflict is ended as quickly as possible. Iraqi head of 
state Saddam Husayn still has the chance to avert further 
damage to Iraq by an immediate withdrawal from 
Kuwait, he said. [passage omitted] 


‘Crisis Staff Formed 


LD1701094291 Berlin ADN in German 0604 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Bonn (ADN)—Following the outbreak of war 
in the Gulf, a crisis staff was formed at the Foreign 
Ministry in Bonn in the early hours of Thursday. Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genescher are being kept constantly informed of events. 
It is expected that there will be a meeting of the crisis 
staff immediately before the lower house session in the 
Chancellery. [passage omitted] 


Defense Minister Briefed 


LD1701094891] Berlin ADN in German 0911 GMT 
17 Jan 9/ 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—A meeting began in the Defense 
Ministry on Thursday morning between Defense Min- 
ister Gerhard Stoltenburg and Bundeswehr leaders for a 
current internal briefing on the situation in the Gulf 
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region. “The events in connection with the military 
measures to implement the UN resolution will continue 
to be carefully observed and evaluated in the Defense 
Ministry”, said a statement issued by the ministry 


spokesman. 


Stoltenburg would, following the chancellor's election, 
take part in the meeting of the defense and foreign 
ministers of the Western European Union in Paris. 


Prior to his depariure for Paris, the defense minister is to 
have a meeting with the chancellor on the current events. 


Party Leaders Comment 


LD1701130491 Berlin ADN in German 1129 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] Bonn (ADN)—Leading politicians in Bonn 
have reacted with deep concern to the outbreak of the 
Gulf war. All diplomatic efforts had not been able to 
prevent the use of arms in the Gulf, said Bundestag 
President Rita Suessmuth at the beginning of the elec- 
tion for chancellor in the Bundestag. “We hope that a 
way will be found very quickly of ending the military 
conflict,” she said. 


Federal Interior Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble also 
expressed concern. “One can only hope that there will 
quickly be an acceptable end,” he stressed on the fringes 
of the Bundestag session. 


In the view of Federal Finance Minister Theo Waigel, 
Saddam Husayn bears full responsibility for everything 
that is happening. A Bundestag resolution could only 
contain a demand to the Iraqi leadership to draw the 
consequences immediately and end the war, he stressed. 


Defense Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg would not com- 
ment on the events in the Gulf. 


Christian Democratic Union General Secretary Volker 
Ruehe said to journalists that he hoped that peace would 
be restored as soon as possible. In his view, there could 
be peace only on the basis of Iraq withdrawing from 
Kuwait. [passage omitted] 


The foreign policy expert of the Social Democratic Party 
group, Karsten Voigt, expressed regret that diplomacy 
and the effect of sanctions had not been given enough 
time. Now everything must be done to silence the 
weapons again, Voigt said. France's peace initiative still 
remains significant. There must also be a Middle East 
peace conference, “for the problems in the Middle East 
have not been solved.” Whoever thinks that the use of 
arms will solve the problems “is making a big mistake.” 


[passage omitted] 


Security Measures Increased 


LD1I701113391 Hamburg DPA in German 1029 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Hamburg (DPA)}—With the start of the Gulf 
war, security precautions at German airports, buildings 
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in special danger, and at the borders have been consid- 
erably stepped up. Bonn security circles report that entry 
checks at German borders by the Federal Frontier Pro- 
tection Force (BGS) have been greatly intensified, in 
particular to protect against possible attacks by Arab 
terrorists. The number of BGS and police officers at all 
German airports have been increased considerably. The 
military establishments of the Allies, the Bundeswehr, 
and the federal organs in Bonn have been placed under 
special protection. The BGS special unit, the GSG-9, is 
reported to be on permanent alert. [passage omitted] 


Vogel Plans Appeal 
LD1701124891 Hamburg DPA in German 0845 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Social Democratic Party [SPD] 
leader Hans-Jochen Vogel has expressed deep concern 
about the outbreak of war. His sympathy is initially for 
those who have already died, he said this morning at a 
meeting of the SPD Bundestag Group in Bonn. 


Vogel, who had earlier spoken with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, announced that his party will make an appeal in 
the Bundestag session “to give peace another chance.” In 
ite motion the SPD will call on all those involved to 
.«.1mMediately cease hostilities, and will also call on Iraq io 
immediately withdraw from Kuwait. The Social Demo- 
crats will also make the point in their motion that the 
Bundestag itself must expressly decide for the Germans 
at what stage what is involved is a case for the NATO 
alliance. 


Vogel pointed out that Iraqi head of state Saddam 
Husayn has only been able to push the world into such a 
crisis because he has been supplied with weapons by, 
among others, German firms. These suppliers “should 
no longer be allowed to flourish,” Vogel said. 


‘Several Thousand’ Protest War 


LD1701095791 Hamburg DPA in German OSS9 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Hamburg (DPA)—Several thousand, mostly 
young people, spontaneously demonstrated in many 
Germany cities against the war in the Gulf early on 
Thursday morning. Protests were reported from Berlin, 
Hamburg, Hannover, Goettingen, Bonn, Bielefeld, 
Freiburg, Stuttgart, Heidelburg, Frankfurt, and Giessen. 
The demonstrators tried to awaken the sleeping citizens 
by creating noise to alert them to the start of the war. In 
Bonn about 400 people walked through the streets in the 
night calling “Get up, get up” and throwing fireworks. 


In Berlin some 700 people blocked the Kurfuersten- 
damm. In Goettingen, some of the over 400 demonstra- 
tors sprayed symbolic pictures of dead people on the 
roads. Some 500 people in Hamburg converged in a 
march on the American Consulate. In Bielefeld in West- 
phalia some 1,000 people—according to police esti- 
mates—blocked streets, squares, and tramlines. Some 
young demonstrators threw stones. [passage omitted] 
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More on Protests 16 Jan 


LD1601172391 Berlin ADN in German 1535 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Berlin (ADN)}—After the expiration of the UN 
ultimatum to Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, thousands 
in Germany protested against the threat of a war. 


In numerous cities there were large demonstrations by 
school children. In Berlin more than 20,000 school 
children gathered in the city center and marched along 
the Kurfuerstendamm, calling for diplomatic solutions 
to the conflict and the renunciation of military action. 
There were also demonstrations by school children in 
Rostock, Freiburg and Halle. Some 5,000 young people 
went onto the streets in Munich. In Lower Saxony more 
than 10,000 pupils took part in demonstrations, 
according to the police. In Aachen at midday 6,000 
people, mainly school children, formed a human chain 
around the old part of the city. In Dortmund some 8,000 
secondary school children took part in a peace march 
around the city center. There was a boycott of several 
grammar schools in Cologne. 


About | ,000 people gathered in Berlin in the afternoon 
to protest the threat of a Gulf war. There were also 
demonstrations in Goettingen and other cities. Many 
residents of Cologne hung white sheets from their win- 
dows in protest against the threat of war. In Hannover, 
public transportation stopped for two minutes at 
midday. [passage omitied] 


PDS Advocates Antiwar Actions 


LD1701125691 Berlin ADN in German 1023 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Berlin (ADN)}—The people of Germany should 
help to stop the “politicians of violence” with vigils, 
blockades, and other peaceful actions. The Federal Gov- 
ernment must be forced to withdraw demonstratively 
from the Gulf conflict, says an appeal by the Party for 
Democratic Socialism [PDS] published in Berlin today. 
The madness in the Gulf, it argues, endangers the 
existence of all of mankind. The PDS calls for nation- 
wide peace demonstrations in Bonn and Berlin on 26 
January. 


All daily activities should cease for five minutes at 1 200, 
the party says. People should leave their workplaces, 
classrooms, offices, and apartments, and should paralyze 
traffic and public transportation and interrupt radio and 
television broadcasts. At the same time, barracks, offices 
serving as alternatives in the army's service, and airports 
should be blocked, national service books returned, and 
there should be protests against the Gulf war in the form 
of petitions, resolutions, letters, and telephone calls to 
the government. 
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House Blames Iraq 


LD1701141191 Hamburg DPA in German 1315 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The lower house has allotted full 
and sole responsibility for the Gulf war to Iraq. A 
resolution adopted by the majority of the coalition 
parties CDU-CSU [Christian Democratic Union/ 
Christian Social Union] and FDP [Free Democratic 
Party] in parliament in Bonn on Thursday also declares 
the solidarity of the FRG with the partners in the 
anti-lraq alliance. The Federal Government is called 
upon to do all it can, together with its partners and allies, 
to help bring the war to an end as soon as possible. 


An SPD [Social Democratic Party] resolution on the 
Gulf war did not succeed in gaining a majority. The 
coalition groups rejected in it, above all, the formulation 
that states that diplomacy and sanctions against Iraq had 
not been given enough time. A resolution from the 
Alliance 90/Greens, which condemns the attack on Iraq, 
was rejected by the majority of the CDU/CSU, the FDP, 
and the SPD. About 15 SPD parliamentarians voted for 
it. 


Ministry Urges Calm, Vigilance 
LD1701145991 Hamburg DPA in German 1440 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Hans Neusel, state secretary in the 
Interior Ministry, has warned against hysteria and panic 
in Germany because of the Gulf war. Citizens can 
assume that the responsible federal and land authorities 
would ensure a very high degree of security, Neusel said 
in an interview with the KOELNISCHE RUND- 
SCHAU, published today. 


Nevertheless, people should be vigilant in view of the 
possibility of terrorist attacks. U.S., French, British, and 
Jewish establishments are in special danger. Everyone 
who must travel by air should refrain from placing 
electrical or electronic equipment in their suitcases to 
make checking easier. 


CDU Calls for Peace Signal From Saddam 


LD1601193591 Hamburg DPA in German 1841 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Friedberg (DPA)}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Union [CDU] has once again 
called for a peace signal from Iraq's dictator Saddam 
Husayn. At a CDU election campaign rally in Friedberg 
in Hesse, Kohl said this evening that he had spoken with 
U.S. President George Bush this afternoon and held to 
his view that a peace signal must “now come from 
Baghdad” to avert a war. Such a sign of readiness is 
expected by the whole international community in order 
that the problem can be solved through negotiations; 
otherwise, the nations will have to use all available 
means to resist violation of international law, the chan- 
cellor said. 
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Kohli Reelected Chancellor by Lower House 


LD!1701101891 Berlin ADN in German 1006 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—Helmut Kohl was reelected chan- 
cellor of the Federal Republic of Germany by the lower 
house in Bonn this morning. 


Announces Cabinet Nominations 


LD1601112191 Berlin ADN in German 1136 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—Chancellor Kohl announced in 
Bonn on Wednesday that he will propose the following 
persons to President Richard von Weizsaecker as minis- 
ters in his new cabinet: 


Federal Minister for Special 
Tasks and Chief of the Chancel- 
lor’s Office 


Foreign Minister 


Rudolf Senters (CDU) Christian 
Democratic Union 


Hans-Dietrich Genscher (FDP) 
Free Democratic Party 


Wolfgang Schaeuble (CDU) 


Theo Waigel (CSU) Christian 
Social Unio 


Klaus Kinkel (Independent — 
close to FDP) 


Juergen Moeliemann (FDP) 


Intenor Minister 


Finance Minister 


Justice Minister 


Economic Affairs Minister 


Labor Minister 
Defense Minister 
Agriculture Minister 


Health Minister 


Norbert Bluem (CDU) 
Gerhard Stoltenberg (CDU) 
Ignaz Kiechle (CSU) 

Gerda Hasselfeidt (CSU) 


Minister for Women and Youth 


Minster for the Family and the 
Elderly 


Minister of Posts 


Angela Merkel (CDU) 
Hannelore Roensch (CDU) 


Christian Schwarz-Schilling 
(CDU) 


Guenther Krause (CDU) 
Irmgard Adam-Schwacter (FDP) 


Minister of Transport 


Minister of Housing Construc- 
tion 


Raine: Ortleb (FDP) 

Klaus Toepfer (CDU) 

Heinz Riesenhuber (CDU) 
Carl-Dieter Spranger (CSU) 


Minister of Education 
Minister of the Evironment 
Minister of Research 


Minister of Economic Coopera- 
tion 


The ministers are to be sworn in before the lower house 
on Friday, after their appointment by the Federal pres- 
ident. 


Berlin Police Conduct Antiterrorist Searches 


LD1601204891 Hamburg DPA in German 1943 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Berlin (DPA)}—Following clues to possible ter- 
rorist attacks, the police in Berlin today searched around 
50 apartments occupied by Arab nationals. Four people 
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were arrested in the action, which took place against the 
backdrop of the Gulf crisis and involved 300 police 
officers, the police security department reported this 
evening. 


It was stated that the police seized “various items,” of 
which no further details were given, for reasons of 
investigative tactics. Firearms and live explosives had 
not been found by this evening, however. 


Seven Firms Investigated for Breaking Embargo 


LD1601152391 Hamburg DPA in German 1306 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA}—According to the Chancellor's 
Office in Bonn, seven firms are currently being investi- 
gated for breaking the Iraq embargo. Even the smallest 
indications are being followed up, said State Minister 
Lutz Stavenhagen, coordinator of the German intelli- 
gence services, in Bonn today. It is of great importance 
for the government to fend off any attempts to break the 
United Nations’ embargo of Iraq. 


In several cases, investigators succeeded in halting deliv- 
eries. After a tip-off from the United States a spectrom- 
eter bound for Iraq was seized at Frankfurt airport. It 
was being delivered by a Swiss firm. [passage omitted] 


Genscher Writes to Bessmertnykh, Shevardnadze 


LD1601102191 Hamburg DPA in German 0948 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA) Federal Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher (FDP) [Free Democratic Party] has 
congratulated new Soviet Foreign Minister Aleksandr 
Bessmertnykh on taking office. In a second letter, Gen- 
scher thanked his outgoing counterpart Eduard Shevard- 
nadze for his work. Both letters were published by the 
foreign Ministry this morning. 


The Federal Republic and the Soviet Union are united 
by a partnership. It is now impotant to use this historic 
chance, Genscher wrote to Bessmertnykh. In the letter to 
his Outgoing counterpart and ‘dear friend,’ he said She- 
vardnadze’s contribution to the completion of German 
unification will not be forgotten. Genscher: “Your poli- 
cies have given numerous people in Europe new hope for 
a peaceful future.” 


Spokesman on Timetable of USSR Withdrawal 


LD1601151791 Berlin ADN in German 1417 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—The Federal Government ts not 
seeking an early withdrawal of Soviet troops from Ger- 
many, it was stated by Government Spokesman Dieter 
Vogel at the press conference in Bonn on Wednesday, 
after Chancellor Helmut Kohl spoke to the Christian 
Democratic Union/Christian Socialist Union parliamen- 
tary group of the possibility of an early withdrawal. 
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There were clear, unequivocal agreements on the issue, 
which “of course could be carried out earlier than 


agreed.” 


Vogel went on to say that the chancellor has not made 
any link between the events in the Baltic and the with- 
drawal of Soviet forces. However, he noted with interest 
that apparently there is also a discussion among the 
Soviet military about whether it might not be useful for 
the Soviet Union to accelerate the withdrawal. “If that is 
the intention of the Soviet Union, then the Federal 
Government is certainly for it,” Vogel said. 
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A spokesman for the Defense Ministry said that the 
withdrawal plan of the Western Group of Soviet Forces 
for 1991 and the overall plan for withdrawa! up to 1994 
have been drawn up. This year about 100,000 soldiers 
and 50,000 civilians, mainly from bases in the western 
part of the new laender, are to be withdrawn. The partial 
withdrawal plan for 1991 will be announced after con- 
sultation with the Soviet side. The overall withdrawal 
plan is being evaluated at present, and will then be 
discussed with the USSR and also published, probably in 
the spring. 
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Mitterrand Addresses Nation on Gulf Crisis 
LD1601205991 Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 16 Jan 91 


{Address by President Francois Mitterrand to the nation, 
from the Elysee Palace—tive] 


[Text] French men and French women, my dear compa- 
triots: When I greeted you on 31 December, | did not 
conceal from you the gravity of the situation created by 
Iraq’s obstinate refusal to withdraw from Kuwa:t and to 
respect international law which, like us, it approved in 
signing the UN Charter. I told you then what France's duty 
was, what proposals we made on its behalf, our action at 
the Security Council and elsewhere, why we implemented 
the UN resolutions, particularly sending an armed force to 
the Gulf area. I also told you that France would leave no 
stone unturned in the attempt to preserve peace. 


Well, since this morning the international crisis has 
entered a decisive phase. Since this morning, the deadline 
given by the United Nations for reflection and dialogue if 
possible between those who could change destiny has now 
passed. Unless an unpredictible unlikely event occurs, 
weapons will speak. As | promised, everything that could 
reasonably be done for peace has been done. Only yes- 
terday, all day, encouragement and messages of support for 
our last initiative at the United Nations, called by many 
the French peace plan, came from everywhere, from most 
European countries, the Arab world, the immense majority 
of neutral countries, several Latin American countries 
Alas, as I stated a few hours ago in my message to 
parliament, not a word, not a sign came from Iraq which 
would have allowed us to hope that peace would prewar! 1 
the end. Things being as they are, I ask you my dea: 
compatriots to rally around our soldiers and the ideals that 
inspire Our action. Courage, perceptiveness, and persever- 
ance are needed. Courage is a matter of course. War 
demands a lot from a people, as we all know from 
experience, even if our national existence is not at stake, 
even if our | 2,000 [soldiers] who will take part in m htary 
operations in the field have choses @ military carer. It is 
the whole nation that should fee! cormmutted, in solidarity 
with their efforts and their sacrifices, The whole of France 
should shroud them with its trust and its affection. Clear- 
sightedness is also needed. 


The resolutions adopted by the United Nations and 
which we ourselves have voted for represent the supreme 
guarantee of a world order based on the people's right to 
decide ior themselves. We have the utmost need of this 
right. This is the price of our freedom, independence, 
and security. To protect law in the Gulf, in the Middle 
East, far as it may seem from our country geographically, 
means to protect our country. Let us never allow the law 
of might to govern the world, because sooner or later it 
will take root in our country. 


Perseverance is needed. We will go through this period 
without hatred toward anyone, without ever loosing hope 
or forgetting that a day will necessarily come when people 
who are today divided will finally come together. Let us 
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always bear in mind that the order of nations will win over 
violence. At any moment we will answer any call, will grasp 
any Opportunity which gives a chance of peace, a peace 
within law. Present in war, respected by all—I assure 
you—France will also be present when the dialogue 1s 
resumed to finally put an end to the disintegration of the 
Middle East. We know full well that once Kuwait is 
evacuated, nothing will be settled in essence as long as an 
international conference does not solve through negotia- 
tions the serious problems of the region; that means 
everything connected with the Israeli-Arab conflict, not 
forgetting the Lebanese tragedy and the Palestinians. 


From now on everything depends on the troops of the 29 
allied nations whose forces are poised in the Gulf and, as 
far as we are concerned, on our national cohesion. The 
country will cope in the difficult hours that confront us 
by maintaining its unity. I rely on you all. Long live the 
Republic! Long live France! 


Parliament ‘Overwhelmingly’ Backs Use of Force 


AU 1601151291 Paris AFP in English 1459 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Paris, Jan 16 (AFP)}—The French National 
Assembly Wednesday overwhelmingly backed President 
Francois Mitterrand’s Gulf policy and the use of force to 
oust Iragi troops from Kuwait. 


A motion backing Mr. Mitterrand’s statement to parlia- 
ment that the use of force was “henceforth legitimate” was 
carried by 523 votes to 43 with two abstentions. Parlia- 
ment was called into special session hours after the 0500 
GMT expiry of the U.N. Security Council's deadline for 
Baghdad to pull its troops out of Kuwait or face war. 


Further on Vote 


LD1601182491 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1700 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Premier Michel Rocard 
thanked the deputies and said the vote will strengthen 
the executive power and the president in managing the 
difficult times to come. It is worth noting, however, that 
several socialist deputies voted against the government 
Statement, including the deputy standing in for the 
minister delegate to foreign affairs, Mrs. Edwige Avice. 
It is also worth noting that the deputy standing in for 
Defense Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement abstained 
despite a threat of expulsion from the Socialist Party. In 
fact Pierre Mauroy has just made #* known that measures 
will be taken against dissenters. [passage omitted] 


Vauzelle Still Hopes for Diplomatic Initiative 


LD160109369/ Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] On our radio station a short while ago, Michel 
Vauzelle expressed a wish for a rapid major diplomatic 
offensive by France. The chairman of the [National] 
Assembly's Foreign Affairs Commission said that words 
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of hope, perhaps a plan, must be proposed today to our 
Arab-Mediterranean partners so that a glimmer of rec- 
oncihation can shine. Vauzelle thinks that if Saddam 
Husayn had the good idea of making the gesture which 
the international community seeks from him he would 
find a huge political benefit in doing so. 


10,000 Demonstrate in Paris for Gulf Peace 


LD1601153191 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] The peace march which gathered this morning in 
the area around the Palais Bourbon [National Assembly 
building] 1s at this moment moving toward the Place de la 
Republique: It gathered at the call of the Greens, SOS- 
Racisme, the CGT [General Federation of Workers], and 
the Communist Party. Apparently, [reporter] Christophe 
Ondelatte, there are about 1,500 demonstrators at the 
moment? 


[Ondelatte] Much more than that, there were 5,000 people 
at the National Assembly at noon and I think one can say 
there are more than 10,000 now. I think there may even be 
many more but it is very difficult to count them. As you 
said, they are now heading toward the Place de la Repub- 
lique to join up with the demonstration called by the 
signatories of the Appeal of 75, a demonstration which I 
remind you has been banned by the police. The banners 
are signed: French Communist Party, Revolution Commu- 
nist League, Green Party, and SOS-Racisme’ They read 
“No to War”; “Stop Your Damned Stupidity”—that is one 
of the slogans—“French Troops Out of the Gulf.” It seems 
as though more people have been mobilized than was 
anticipated by the police who were very much in evidence 
in the area around the National Assembly a short while ago 
but who are totally absent from the area leading to the 
Place de la Republique. 


From the head of the demonstration, this is Christophe 
Ondelatte for France Inter. 


Mitterrand Authorizes Joining Gulf Air Strikes 


AU 1701084591 Paris AFP in English C833 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Paris, Jan 17 (AFP) — France did not take part in 
the first strike against Iraqi positions but will probably do 
so later Thursday [17 January], reliable sources said here. 


President Francois Mitterrand has given his authorisa- 
tion for them to be used, reliable sources said here. They 
will operate under U.S. command under terms of the 
allied forces agreement. 


In the Saudi Arabian capital, Riyadh, French airmen 
said they were anxious to join in the Desert Storm 
operation launched overnight Wednesday to liberate 
Kuwait in which U.S., British, Saudi and Kuwaiti forces 
took part. 


France has 40 fighter aircraft in Saudi Arabia, including 
24 ground attack Jaguars. 
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According to reliable sources here the Jaguars on the 
al-Hasa base, between Riyadh and Dhahran, will prob- 
ably be committed Thursday. 


Mr. Mitterrand had a phone conversation with U.S. 
President George Bush Wednesday night at 2000 GMT 
and discussed the political and military aspects of the 
crisis in detail, said Elysee spokesman Hubert Vedrine. 


Contacts between the White House and The Elysee 
continued throughout the night, said Mr. Vedrine. He 
said Mr. Mitterrand had been kept constantly informed 
of developments. 


In Rome, Italian Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti said 
that Italy's involvement in opera! ions in the Guilf would 
begin only after parliament had given its approval. 


Parliament is scheduled to vote Thursday morning on 
the government's decision to allow, if necessary, it* 
troops to take part in m ‘litary action against Iraq to force 
it out of Kuwait. 


Limits Operations to Kuwait 
LD1701133391 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] French Defense Minister Chevenement has 
pointed out that the decision to limit French military 
intervention solely to the territory of Kuwait was made 
by President Francois Mitterrand and was not men- 
tioned in the Franco-American protocol. The minister 
recalled thus that the French forces have been placed 
under allied operational control for a specific time and 
for specific missions, as Michel Rocard stated yesterday 
in the National Assembly. Chevenement affirms that 
there is no ambiguity between the head of state and 
himself. Francois Mitterrand gathered the prime min- 
ister, the ministers concerned, and the chiefs of staff 
together this morning to take stock of the situation and 
operations. These meetings will thus take place every day 
for as long as necessary. 


Defense Minister Says 4 Planes Hit in Attack 


LD1701094991 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0830 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[News conference by Defense Minister Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement at the Ministry of Defense on |/ Janu- 
ary—live or recorded] 


[Excerpt] French planes have taken off. The green light 
was thus given by Francois Mitterrand. The French 
pilots have been placed under U.S. operational control. 
Minister of Defense Jean-Pierre Chevenement is due to 
make a statement in a few moments time. The French 
planes, which did not take part in the first wave of 
bombing in the night, are now operational. They are 
Mirage 2000 fighter-bombers and Jaguar ground-attack 
planes. U.S. military sources in Riyadh point out that the 
objective of this second air operation is to destroy Iraqi 
military infrastructures which could provide logistic 
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support to Saddam Husayn's forces. Simon Tivolle is at 
the ministry of the armed forces: 


[Tivolle] Jean-Pierre Chevenement has given a news 
conference. Here he is: 


[Chevenement] This morning, on the order of the pres- 
ident, which was transmitted to me as well as to General 
Schmitt, chief of staff of the armed forces... [pauses] 
about 2115 hours [local] yesterday evening the orders 
were immediately given by General Schmitt to General 
Roquejeoffre; as you can imagine things had been pre- 
pared in advance. Naturally, the president had been 
warned beforehand by the President of the United 
States. This morning about 12 bomber and ground 
support Jaguar planes carried out a mission on a military 
objective in Kuwait, the Al-Jabir airfield. | would point 
out that it was a matter of exlusively military targets, 
essentially ground-to-air defenses, on the occupied terri- 
tory of Kuwait. These 12 Jaguars returned: 10 to the 
(Al-Hassah) base, two were diverted to the Al-Jubay 
base. Four were hit slightly, one a bit more seriously. To 
my knowledge, all the pilots are alive. At a time when our 
forces are engaged, | appeal to you and through you to all 
the French people to maintain their coolness, to come 
together, moved by a lucid patriotism. [passage omitted] 


Further on Briefing 


LD1701100191 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] That was the beginning of 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement'’s news conference. Simon 
Tivolle, can you give us details about this news confer- 
ence which continued afterward. 


[Tivolle] Yes, Jean-Pierre Chevenement pointed out that 
a pilot might have been slightly hit. One is thus awaiting 
confirmation. These remarks are a little less alarmist 
than in his statement. [passage omitted] 


Apparently the four planes were hit by machineguns and 
guns. As far as the agreement between the United States 
and France for military intervention are concerned, a 
protocol was agreed with the United States during the 
night for a mission by the French solely in Kuwait, a 
protocol which was accepted by the military authorities 
and by Francois Mitterrand. 


On the other hand, Jean-Pierre Chevenement has not 
confirmed the engagement on the ground of the French 
forces as certain people have alleged. He pointed out that 
one should not confuse the movement of ground forces 
and the engagement of ground forces. Finally, of the 
overall results he gives for the time being of the military 
action, there are two positive points: the neutralization of 
Iraqi missiles and, finally, the Iraqi Air Force did not have 
time or was not able to get into the air. Those are the main 
points of the statements made by the minister of defense. 
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“Great Responsibility” 
LDI1701111291 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] In the Gulf we are apparently still in the second 
phase of the multinational force's offensive to dislodge 
the Iraqi Army from Kuwait: According to the staff 
headquaricrs, there 1s no ground fighting going on for the 
moment, contrary to rumors which were going around 
this morning, there 1s no fighting at the border between 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. The second wave of the 
offensive is in the air like the first which began at 0100 
this morning. A short while ago General Schmitt, chief of 
staff of the French Armed Forces, explained that one 
should not confuse engagement and troop movements. 


[Begin Schmitt recording} One should not confuse move- 
ments on the territory of Saudi Arabia and engagements. 
There are certainly units which are currently effecting 
movements, logistic units which are affecting movements, 
but | can confirm to you that there has been no engage- 
ment, that is fighting, between ground forces. [end 
recording] 


Gen. Schmitt gave these clarifications during Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement’s news conference, a conference during 
which the defense minister reported the first information 
on the engagement of the French Air Forces in the Gulf. 


[passage omitted] 


The minister of defense ended his news conference by 
paying tribute to the French soldiers who are engaged in 
the battle of Kuwait: 


[Begin Chevenement recording] We have to think of our 
soldiers who are there, even though they may be enlisted 
men who have chosen to embrace the career of arms, 
they are French people, French people who are particu- 
larly generous, motivated, available, and who are doing 
their duty according to the orders that have been given to 
them. So let us think of them, let us think of their 
families. | would moreover like to point out that the 
family of the pilot who has reportedly been slightly 
injured has been informed and let us avoid any kind of 
dramatization. I would also like to address all our fellow 
citizens, whatever their political opinions, whatever 
their religious beliefs, and ask them to behave as French 
patriots, responsible and lucid, and to weigh their words: 
Democracy implies great responsibility. [end recording} 


Dumas Says Husayn Responsible for Suffering 


AU 1701135791 Paris AFP in English 1351 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Paris, Jan 17 (AFP)}—Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn, with his “uncompromising attitude and 
silence”, was fully responsible for the sufferings of his 
country and people, French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas said here Thursday 
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Speaking on the opening day of a Western European 
Union (WEU) meeting, Mr. Dumas called on the nine- 
member body which coordinates their military coopera- 
tion to back resolutions adopted by the United Nations 
Security Council, show solidarity with allied troops 
fighting in the Gulf, and press for peace. 


“The threat of impotence is behind us”, Mr. Dumas said, 
adding that “all opportunities for peace must be seized”. 


Mr. Dumas called on the Security Council and Arab 
nations to play a major role after an Iraqi pullout from 
Kuwait, with European nations playing an active part. 


“European solidarity must play a role both between Euro- 
pean nations and those in the (Gulf) region”, he added. 


Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van den Broek said the 
WEU meeting would give political and moral support to 
the international coalition involved in action against Iraq. 


“AS SOON aS we see any Opportunity to replace military 
action by political initiative we will take it with the 
United States”, he added. 


His Italian counterpart Gianni de Michelis called on 
Europe to ponder the role it will have \o play after the war. 


“European unity and coordination between all countries 
that have deployed forces (in the Gulf) is essential”, he 
said. 


Britain was represented at the WEU meeting by junior 
aides in the Ministry of Defence and in the Foreign 
Office, Archie Hamilton and Douglas Hogg. 


The meeting was called last month to coordinate naval 
forces and logistics of WEU members which are 
involved in the conflict. 


The WEU groups Britain, France, Germany, the Benelux 
countries, Italy, Spain and Portugal. The three other Euro- 
pean Community nations—Greece, Denmark and Ire- 
land—as well as Norway and Turkey which are members 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) were 
granted observer staius at Thursday's special meeting. 


Planes in ‘Second’ Air Attack in Gulf Region 


LD1701083691 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] A second air attack in which French planes are 
involved, followed by a ground offensive, is going to be 
carned out by the allied forces in the Gulf. The time [of 
the announcement] in Paris was 0730 and President 
Mitterrand had just given the order to French troops to 
engage in the fighting under U.S. operational control. 
This engagement comes after the neutralization of the 
Iraqi threats. The objective is now the liberation of 
Kuwait, as is stated in the UN resolution. 
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Politicians, Parties React to Gulf Involvement 


LD1701123391 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] On Tuesday evening, the head 
of state was informed of the plans of the U.S. command, 
and it was at his request that the French attack was 
directed at Kuwait and not at Irag. We know the subse- 
quent events: The Elysee has left it to the minister of 
defense to comment on the subsequeni events, reserving 
for itself the nght to sharpen up the information if neces- 
sary with communiques, but this does not rule oul a 
further presidential press briefing in the coming hours or 
days when the time comes to make an appraisal of the 
intitial attack. It is to be noted that the Elysee gathered 
together Jean-Pierre Chevenement, Interior Minister 
Pierre Joxe, and the chief of staff of the armed forces, and 
also several senior officers, this morning. 


The second thing to be noted is the confirmation of the 
practically general consensus which was sealed yesterday 
morning in the Assembly and the Senate, and which 
Francois Mitterrand yesterday evening called on all the 
French to join in on, a consensus which the Communist 
Party and the National Front have excluded themselves 
from. There are no false notes in the majority or the 
Opposition, whose main leaders, having been kept 
informed by the Elysee, have maintained their silence for 
the time being. Giscard [D’Estaing] might break this 
silence this afternoon. Alain Juppe on his part expressed 
satisfaction a short while ago over the fact that the French 
attack was limited to the territory of Kuwait. The prime 
minister will try to consolidate this solidarity by receiving 
the heads of the parliamentary groups this evening. How- 
ever, this solidarity is being chipped away at the edges by 
the persistence of a critical group which continues to 
express itself on the right and the left, but quietly in the 
Socialist Party, and by the sharp anxiety in the French 
Muslim community. 


CP General Secretary Reacts To Gulf War 


LD1701020991 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0130 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] There is a first reaction in the French political 
world to the Gulf war, a reaction from those opposing 
the French intervention in the Gulf, the general secretary 
of the Communist Party [CP] of France, Georges Mar- 
chais. | will read it to you: This is war and its cortege of 
killings and indescribable misfortunes, the war and its 
still unpredictable consequences. Those who have 
allowed it have a heavy resonsibility to the human race. 
Saddam Husayn who provided the excuse, George Bush 
who wanted it and decided to carry it out, the leaders of 
countries who engaged in it, among them France, alas, 
concluded George Marchais. 
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Internal Security Measures Reportedly Intensified 
1D1701122591 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] The security position. In the police and gen- 
darmene 


departments throughout the territory, Eric 
Jung, there is one single watchword: vigilance. 


[Jung] Yes, phase two of the Vigipirate plan consists of a 
massive and substantial strengthening of surveillance of 
all so-called sensitive points. Thus, in Paris for example, 
the districts of the Elysee and the Ministry of the Interior 
were sealed off this morning. The streets were barred by 
police and gendarmerie trucks. Furthermore, specific 
measures which are classified as confidential for defense 
reasons have been taken at the borders with regard to all 
nationals of countries termed sensitive. Strict identity 
checks are being carried out; body searches are even 
being carned out at airports. Also, the number of police 
and gendarmerie have been increased substantially at the 
ports. Nurseries and schools are under close surveillance. 


[passage omitted] 


AS one can see, internal security is at its maximum. That 
is why, as Pierre Joxe said yesterday, one must not allow 
oneself to be terrorized by rumors of attacks. 


Vauzelle, Others Consider Persian Gulf Situation 
LDI501231791 


[Editorial Report] Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French at 1900 GMT on |5 January carries a 32- 
minute special program on the Gulf situation. Andre 
Giraud, Former Defense Minister, Michel Vauzelle, 
chairman of the assembly's Foreign Affairs Committec, 
and Yves Lacoste, a specialist in international affairs 
participate. 

Asked by an unidentified announcer on the chances of 
peace, Giraud says that he still believes in peace. Vauzelle 
Says that ev. rything is possible with a dictator, and Lacoste 
says that Saddam will not change his attitude. 


Video shows the situation since the invasion of Kuwait 
up to now, and Vaurzelle says that Saddam told him 
during his recent meeting with him that he was aware of 
the risks Iraq is running in case of war. 


Washington dispatch by Jacques Abouchar describes the 
situation there. Bush spent his day preparing his decision 
surrounded by his closest advisers. If UN Security 
Council does not reach a peace solution, the United 
States will go for war, Abouchar says. 


Andre Giraud regrets the U.S. decision to go for war 
against Iraq, and stresses that the embargo would have 
succeded had the international community waited a few 
more months. However, in reply to a question on US. 
imperialisin in the Gulf, he denies the theory that the 
U.S. intervention was not for the defense of oi! wells, but 
it was to answer the call of some Arab countries. 
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The announcer says the French and the British might 
withdraw their initiatives in favor of an ultumate call for 
peace by de Cuellar. Video report shows the mulitary 
preparations in the Gulf. 


Vauzelle recalls that « was Iraq which invaded Kuwait. 
France called for the respect of international law and 11 1s 
very important for it to be present on the international 
scene, he says. 


General Michel Forget explains the military aspect of the 
situation and says that an air attack will be decisive, and 
asserts that bombardments are aimed at military targets. 
A report is shown from Israel on the country’s military 


preparations. 


Lacoste says that Baghdad ts using a religious discourse 
which has never been used by Arabs before. He says that 
Syria will be the first affected by ths war. 


Video report shows the reaction of some French families 
vis-a-vis the possibility of war in the Gulf. 


The three guests give their final impressions at the end of 
the program. Vauzelle says ihat we are against war, but if 
it 1s the price to pay for peace, then we have to take part 
in it. Giraud says that he experienced the horrors ot war, 
and wonders who is going to be the final winner. Lacoste 
concludes that Saddam will win anyway, because he 
managed to gather all the Muslims behind him. The idea 
of Arab unity is defended by dictators in the Arab world, 
he says. 


* Changes in Refugee Regulations Considered 


* Denial of Work Permits 


9/ES0311A Paris LE MONDE in French 
23-24 Dec 90 p 20 


[Article: “Poles, Hungarians, and Czechoslovaks Will 
Not Be Granted Refugee Status”] 


[Text] On Thursday, 20 December, the French Agency 
for Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons 
(OFPRA) let it be known that the evolution of the 
political situation in Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hun- 
gary has led it to stop allowing nationals of these three 
countries to benefit from refugee status as defined by the 
1951 Geneva Convention. Because of the changes that 
have taken place in the political regimes of these three 
countries, previously issued refugee certificates will not 
be renewed as of 8 January 1991 for either refugees who 
are nationals of these counicies or stateless refugees from 
one of these countries. 


“These decisions,” OFPRA stated, “will be made case by 
case and as applications for renewal are submitted fol- 
lowing an individual examination of the situation under 
the jurisdictional supervision of the Refugee Appeals 
Commission. (...) Considering the length of time these 
nationals have resided in France, which for some goes 
back to the years [immediately] following 1945, and 
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these persons’ integration into French soceety. every siep 
has been taken to sec to it that depriving them of refugee 
Status does not jeopardize thew chances of residing in 
France, holding a job there, and obtaining the employ- 
ment rmghts and benefits pertaining to their former 
Status” 


OFPRA added: “These procedures depriving them of 
their refugee « 2atus lead us to think that requests for 
asylum submitted by nationals of these three countries 
may only be favorably received under the present cir- 
cumstances if they are exceptional in nature and after a 


thorough individual examination of alleged persecutions 
because of their political or religious convictions.” 


* Political Asylum Redefined 
9/ES0311B Par. ; LE MONDE in French 
22 Dec W p 24 


{Artcle by Philippe Bernard: “Invoking Reduction of 
the Wasting Period for Receiving Refugee Status, Gov- 
ernment Plans to Eliminate Work Permits for Asylum 
Applicants”] 


[Text] A plan aimed at eliminating work permits and 
social welfare granted applicants for asylum who are 
waiting for refugee status was discussed at a secret 
mterministerial committee meeting at the Hotel Mati- 
gnon [prime minister's office] on Thursday, 20 
December, to which representatives of the munistrics 
concerned (Intenor, Foreign Affairs, Social Affairs, and 
Labor) had been invited 


Contemplated for some time now by the prime minister, 
this decision would ve aimed at discouraging foreign 
applicants for immigration in France by eliminating the 
attraction the opportunity to legally work or receive 
unemployment benefits there represents for them 


Every month 5,000 foreigners apply for refugee status at 
the French Agency for Protection of Refugees and State- 
less Persons (OFPRA). Receipt of same automatically 
granted by this agency entitles them to obtain another 
receipt of application for a residence permit (renewable 
every three months) in the prefecture or department in 
which they live, which permit is equivalent to a work 


permit. 


Every applicant for refugee status receives a grant-in-aid 
of 2,000 francs [Fr] from the Migrant Social Assistance 
Service and benefits from health insurance. Some of 
them find work, but every month about 3,000 end up 
registering with the National Employment Agency. They 
then receive a monthly so-called “integration™ allowance 
of about Fri 300 for a maximum of one year. It is this 
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opportunity to work of receive uncmpioyment benefits 
that the government scriously plans to climate. Its 
avowed intention 1s to dissuade . who at the 
present time can file an application with OFPRA im 
order to circumvent the ban on immigration 


Actually, 80 percent of the applications are denicd. Thus. 
most of the apphcants become immigrants without 
papers. Ilicgal immigrants who cannot, for humanc rea- 
sons, be cupelied since the long months of warteng for a 
decision often permit them to begin to integrate them- 
selves in France. But the tome OF PRA takes to cxamine 
thew applications. which not so long ago could have 
amounted to as much as several years. has dropped to 
four months snace OF PRA’s human and computerized 
resources were considerably increased a year ago 


Affiex of East European Refugees 


The government 1s basing itself on this new clement and 
on the prospect of an afflux of refugees from Easicrn 
Europe and the USSR (LE MONDE. 9 and 10 
December) to justify ts plan. Why should we continue to 
grant foreigners who may very soon not be viewed as 
refugees and therefore be viewed as undesirables a status 
that enables them to be automatically integrated. a status 
that 1s difficult to reverse” 


But how can the effect produced by the appeals the 
present situation 1s supposed to give rise to be quashed 
without increasing the number of illegal workers’ While 
they have recently increased in number, cases of appli- 
cants whose petitions were denied being escorted to the 
border continue to be rare 


The idea of replacing the present integration allowance 
with a new allowance or another form of assistance 
seems to be favored by the Ministry of Social Affairs, but 
it is probably being opposed. Representatives of the 
Ministries of Intenor and Foreign Affairs are alleged to 
have vonced their objections to this, whereas the depart- 
ments at the Hotel Matignon, some elected representa- 
tives, and the minister of labor—no doubt happy to be 
able to lower the unemployment figures—are alleged to 
be very much in favor of this new plan 


Al any rate, while the technical ways and means were not 
definitively agreed on at the 20 December interministe- 
nal committee meeting, a decision in principle appears 
to have been practically speaking established. A decision 
that would be invoked when a collective body composed 
of antiracist associations demonstrating solidarity with 
these immigrants campaigns to have the mght of asylum 
granted to tens of thousands of foreigners whose appli- 
cations have been denied—100,000, according to this 
collective body—and who live in France illegally, which 
bids fair to acting to keep them from being cxpelied 
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Italy 


Senate Votes To Deploy Forces in Persian Gulf 


401701132091 Rome ANSA in English 1238 GMT 
17 Jan 9! 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, 17 January—An Italian Govern- 
ment resolution allowing Italian forces to take part in 
military operations in the Gulf was approved by the 
ltahan Senate Thursday morning by 190 votes to 96 with 
4 abstentions. 


Voting in favour of the resolution, which calls for full 
application of United Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tion 678 on the use of “ll necessary means” to oust Irag 
from Kuwait after the January 15 deadline, [words 
indistinct] parties of the governing coalition (Christian 
Democrats, Socialists, Republicans. and Social Demo- 
crats), plus the neo-Fascist Italian Social Movement, and 
some members of the independent lefi caucus. 


Against the resolutron were the Communists, and mem- 
bers of minor blocs on the left and right of the Senate. 


Iraqi Sailors Detained in Port of La Spezia 


401701134491 Rome ANSA in English 1257 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, January |7—{words indistinct] 
Iraqi Navy sailors currently in the North Italian port of 
La Spezia were confined to their vessels after the U_S.- 
led troops in the Gulf launched an attack on Iraq 
Wednesday night. 


Talking with journalists Thursday morning, the Italian 
premier's office spokesman Pio Mastrobuoni explained 
that the measure had been taken to protect the sailors. 


Two corvettes planned as part of the Iraqi Navy, the 
Tarik and the Mussabem, are moored in La Spezia. They 
were handed over to the Iraqi authorities by the La 
Spezia shipyard of Italy's public sector shipbuilders, 
Fincantieri, about three years ago, and the plan was that 
they would form part of a much larger Iraqi flotilla 
sailing from this port mm the Gulf of Genoa to the Persian 
Cwlf, The Iraqi Navy personnel manning the craft 
arrived in Italy in 1987, and have since been allowed to 
leave their ships only mm civilian dress. 


Apart from the two corvettes, there were to have been 
four more vessels of the same class and four frigates, all 
commissioned in the last ten years, and all more or less 
finished 


They remain firmly tied up at the wharfs in the military 
section of La Spezia’s port because of the Italian 
embargo imposed at the time of the Iran-Iraq war, which 
the Italian government finally rescinded late in 1989. 


They have been kept at their moorings by the new 
embargo imposed as a result of the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait on August 2 
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The eleven ships ordered by Irag in 1980 from a pool of 
Italian firms led by Fincantieri of the IRI group gave the 
Itahan shipbuilders an order worth about 3 billion 
dollars. 


About half of the iotal was anticipated by the Iraqi 
Government before delivery. but the Iraqi Government 
filed for damages because of Italy's alleged failure to 
observe the original contract. 


Gulf Units “Will Remain Under Italian Command’ 


P45‘1701108491 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
16 Jan Yi pil 


[Interview with Defense Minister Virginio Rognoni by 
Gianluca Luzi on 15 January: place not given] 


[Excerpt] Rome—{passage omitted] [Luzi] If war does 
break out, which authorities will command Italy's air- 


craft and ships’ 


{[Rognoni] They will remain under Ital.an command, 
whatever happens. 


{Luzi} Are there plans to send further Italian forces to the 
Gulf in the event of war? 


[Rognon:} There are no plans to increase our military 
presence in the Gulf. 


[Luzi] What are our experts’ forecasts with regard to the 
duration of a possible conflict” 


[Rognoni] Have experts ever shared the same opinion? 
Now, te>, there are differing opinions and assessments. I 
resolutely hope that the pessimists are mistaken. 


[Luzi] What contingents of youngsters could be recalled 
in the event of a conflict with Iraq? 


[Rognoni] | have stated several times in the past few 
days, including in Parliament, and I now repeat, that no 
recall is planned. As things stand, the Armed Forces are 
being called on to cooperate with the forces of law and 
order to provide surveillance and protection of civilian 
targets against possible terrorist acts. [Rognoni ends] 


The fact that the Italian contingent will not be increased 
was also confirmed by Prime Minister Andreotti during 
the Chris..an Democratic Directorate meeting. Leaks 
reveal that the ships stationed in the Gulf, the Tornadoes 
stationed in the United Arab Emirates, and the F-104's 
on the Turkish-Iragi border will not be used in frontline 
attack actions. The F-104's, in Turkey at the Ankara 
government's request in line with NATO accords, have 
orders to fly no closer to the Iraqi border than 40 km. But 
if the conflict lasts longer than expected, the Tornadoes 
could be needed for atiack missions, still within the 
context of the UN resolution, and with a view to such an 
eventuality the government wants Parliament's express 


approval through a vote right away. 


In such an exceptional situation as this, the government 
and parliament face huge problems. These include the 
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application of wartime military penal regulations, which 
envisage capital punishment for 48 crimes including 
desertion, surrender, and cowardice. According to article 
nine of the wartime military penal code, these regula- 
tions apply to “expeditionary corps abroad for military 
purposes” even in peacetime, independentl, of any 
declaration of war. 


The Italian section of Amnesty International has asked 
the government to officially guarantee that these regula- 
tions will not be applied and has gathered 15,000 signa- 
tures demanding a parliamentary debate on the abolition 
of the death sentence. Independent Left Senators Pier 
Luigi Onorato and Giuseppe Fiori pointed out that they 
already submitted a bill some time ago and have 
approached the chairmen of the Justice and Defense 
Commiitees to request an immediate examination of the 
law. 


In the case of the Gulf the operational command of our 
forces is in Italian hands, as Minister Rognoni has 
confirmed. But who is in charge in Italy? “This is a new 
problem,” according to Constitutional Court Chairman 
Giovanni Conso, and the solution “is the task of those 
responsible for that, in the institutional context. I have 
reason to believe,” the chairman went on, “that the 
problem has been under examination since 2 August. Be 
that as it may, the constitution contains articles that 
must be adhered to. The Constitutional Court,” he 
added, “can only intervene at a secondary stage, so to 
speak, if any conflicts of authority emerge.” 


Nicaragua’s D. Ortega Condemns U.S. Attack 


PA1701030991 Hamburg DPA in Spanish 0235 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Managua, 16 Jan (DPA)}—Former Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega, in a telephone message from 
Rome, today condemned the United States for the war 
that began tonight against Iraq in the Persian Gulf. 


Ortega told a local radio station that “the war launched 
early this morning against Iraq by the United States is a 
war where the rich countries become accomplices in the 
imperialist attack against the people of Iraq. It is the war 
of the north against the south, it is the war of imperi- 
alism against the peoples.” 


Ortega, who two days ago left Baghdad as part of a 
Middle East peace tour, said that “there are very clear 
peace proposals in which Iraq has stated its willingness 
for a peaceful solution.” 


“It has not been Iraq that has declared war on the 
American people, instead, the U.S. Government has 
hurled destruction, death, and genocide against the Iraqi 
people and is sending American youths to their death.” 
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Most Citizens Urge Concessions To Avert War 
PM1701113691 


[Editorial Report] Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
15 January carries on pages 12-13 a 1,300-word unat- 
tributed report on an opinion poll on the Gulf crisis— 
carried out for LA REPUBBLICA by the CIRM market 
research institute among “over | ,000 Italians age 15 to 
74 in all regions and of every social status’”’— 
accompanied by boxed pie charts providing the fol- 
lowing questions and answers: 


1. Will Italy become involved in the event of war? 











Yes 68 percent 
No 25 percent 
Don't know 7 percent 








2. What do you most fear for Italy? 



































Attacks 39.6 percent 
Military actions 30.4 percent 
Economic crisis 28.6 percent 
Energy blackout 18.8 percent 
Other 4 percent 
No fears/don't know 8.8 percent 
3. Should Italy join a war? 

Yes 38 percent 
No 51 percent 
Don't know 11 percent 








4. Who is right: the United States or Iraq? 

















United States $8 percent 
Iraq 6 percent 
Both 7 percent 
Neither 21 percent 
Don't kuow 8 percent 








5. Should concessions be made to Iraq to avert war? 














Yes 55 percent 
No 32 percent 
Don't know 13 percent 





6. Will war actually take place? 











Yes 35 percent 
No 50 percent 
Don't know 15 percent 
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Vatican City 


Pope's Gulf Initiative Not ‘Mediation’ 


LD1601113391 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1100 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] [Announcer] In earlier bulletins we reported the 
messages that Pope John Paul II is going to send or has 
already sent to the U.S. and Iraqi presidents. Guillermo 
Orduna reports: 


[Orduna] The message has already been sent to the two 
leaders. The pope's initiative calls on George Bush and 
Saddam Husayn to avoid war which, according to the 
pope, would not be an adequate solution. Without men- 
tioning the WN" \iddle East peace conference he calls on the 
U.S. President for a dialogue which will deal with all the 
problems in the Middle East and he calls for a generous 
gesture from the Iraqi president which would restore 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 23 


Kuwaiti sovereignty and allow for a dialogue from peace. 
The pope's spokesman, Joaquin Navarro Valls, has toid 
Radio Madrid how the Vat:can sees this initiative: 


[Begin Navarro Valls recording] | would not call it 
mediation because mediation, in the diplomatic sense, is 
something carried out with defined parameters when the 
two sides, or the different sides involved, call for it 
formally. This hat not happened in this case. It is a very 
direct and personal cali from the pope to the consciences 
of the two people with perhaps the greatest responsibility 
in this situation. | would term it thus: It is a personal 
letter from the pope to President Bush and President 
Saddam Husayn. [end recording] 


{[Orduna] The Vatican spokesman also told us that this 
might not be the last papal intervention in the conflict 
although developments are awaited. 
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Soares Discusses Country's Role in Gulf Conflict 


LD1701115391 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] President Mario Soares is in permanent con- 
tact with the prime minister with a view to following the 
war Situation closely. In Belem [his official residence], 
Mario Soares is following the situation through official 
channels and through the national and international 
media reports, mainly through CNN. 


[Begin recording] [Soares] We are naturally forced to— 
or rather, we are not forced—we should support inter- 
national organizations, since this is a measure approved 
by the UN and by the UN Security Council—we belong 
to the UN. Our allies. particularly the United States, 
France, and Great Britain, are all involved in the front 
line. We are, as is known, in a second line. For me this is 
where we should remain. 


[Unidentified reporter] [question indistinct]? 


[Soares] No, I would not say so, there is no state of war, 
there is a state of—let us wait and listen to what 
President Bush has to say. There is a siate of trying to 
restore the rules of international law which have been 
violated. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] If Turkey is directly attacked, will Portugal's 
military forces be involved to a great extent? 


[Soares] Naturally if Turkey is invaded, which fortu- 
nately does not seem to be the case, we would have a 
greater responsibility, since it is a NATO country and so 
are we. Although, as the prime minister explained yes- 
terday, we are under no obligation within NATO to 
defend Turkey, but rather northern Italy. [end recording] 


Cavaco Silva Supports Gulf War Efforts, Attacks 


LD1701114191 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 1000 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Here in Portugal, the government, the president, 
and the Army have been on alert since the first reports of 
war breaking out. Cavaco Silva and Mario Soares are in 
permanent contact. This morning, around 0700 [GMT], 
the prime minister addressed the country. He regretted 
the failure to resolve this conflict peacefully and called 
on the Portuguese to remain calm. 


[Begin Cavaco Silva recording] Last night U.S. and 
multinational alliance forces carried out extensive mili- 
tary operations against Iraq. This action was taken under 
the auspices of the UN Security Council resolutions, five 
months after Iraq occupied Kuwait. The Portuguese 
Government regrets that a peaceful solution was not 
found for this crisis, but we cannot permit Iraq to violate 
the principles of internatioanl law with impunity, hence 
we support the UN resolutions and the action by the 
multinational force. 
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We are following developments with the natural concern 
which surrounds a situation of war, but | am able to 
reassure all Portuguese that there is no reason for panic 
in Our country. We should face this time with great 
serenity. All the structures set up by the government at 
ine appropriate time to follow the crisis are now opera- 
tional, and throughout the evolution of events vigilance 
was stepped up due to a reinforced state of alert. The 
government, throug’: previously set up channels, will 
continue to inform the Portuguese regularly. 


Just as I said in the early hours of this morning in a 
message to President Bush, I hope that the military 
action now launched will lead to a prompt restoration of 
international law in the Gulf region and will constitute 
the foundations for a new and peaceful era in that region. 
I am hopeful that peace will return soon. [end recording] 


Presidential Election Voting Figures Reported 
LD1601133691 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 14 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] Yesterday the Portuguese people reelected 
Mario Soares as president of Portugal for another five 
years. Soares has thus become the second president to be 
reelected since 25 April 1974, pulverizing his predecessor 
Ramhalo Eanes’s polling percentage. [passage omitted] 


Abstentions—apparently the figure most feared by 
Mario Soares—stood at 38 percent, which the reelected 
president described as below what was expected, even 
though it was the highest ever in a presidential election. 


With only the votes of three Lisbon constituencies 
remaining to be counted, the figures were as follows: 

















Mano Soares 3,448,216 votes, 70.43 percent. 
Basilio Horta 688,866 votes, 14.7 percent, 
Carlos Carvathas 632.625 votes, 12.92 percent: 
Carlos Marques 125,999 votes, 2.57 percent 
Abstentions 38.04 percent 








Although poiling day passed without incidents, the elec- 
tions were boycotted in seven constituencies where 
polling will be repeated tomorrow. The final results are 
not affected by this. [passage omitted] 


Social Democratic Party Welcomes Soares’ Victory 
LD1501145191 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2246 GMT 13 Jan 91 


[Text] The National Political Committee of the Social 
Democratic Party [PSD] has welcomed Mario Soares’s 
electoral victory and praised the civic spirit and demo- 
cratic maturity shown by the Portuguese people. 


The PSD states that, bearing in mind Mario Soares’s 
conduct during his first term of office, it feels it has 
redoubled grounds for its certainty that the president 
elected today will remain the guarantor of the proper 
functioning of the democratic institutions. 








FBIS-WEU-91-012 
12 January 1991 


Reaction to Outbreak of Gulf War Reported 


Gonzalez Issues Statement 


LD1701114291 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0900 GMT 17 Jan 91 


{Statement by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez at the 
Zarzuela Palace in Madrid on 17 January—recorded] 


[Excerpts] And we now have the first statement by Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, as he was leaving the Zarzuela 
Palace [King’s residence] for the Moncloa Palace. [pas- 
sage omitted] Felipe Gonzalez said there will be a 
government statement following the Council of Minis- 
ters’ meeting. 


[Begin recording] [Gonzalez] I have just spoken with his 
majesty the king. We have been in touch practically 
throughout the night. | made the last call around 0500 
and we have just had a meeting, assessing as much as we 
can the latest developments. I have now called a meeting 
of the Council of Minister, and following this, there will 
be a statement or communique expressing the feeling of 
the Spanish Government. I can only say that we are 
extremely concerned that finally an offensive has been 
launched, although it is true that it is in fulfillment of the 
UN resolutions, and | would like to add that Spain is 
going to assume, within that framework of countries 
which respect and apply the UN resolutions, the respon- 
sibilities that we have already been explaining and 
defining to Spanish public opinion. 


I wish also to add that we have been in permanent 
contact with our ships to be completely sure, as we had 
already said we were, that they are well and report 
nothing new. They are not in the area where the hostil- 
ities or clashes are taking place and, finally, I have one 
thought before the ministerial meeting. It is still possible 
to attain a peaceful solution to the situation created by 
Saddam Husayn with the occupation of Kuwait if there 
iS a prompt withdrawal from Kuwait. | think it is clear 
now that the multinational forces which are at the 
moment fulfilling the UN resolutions are not going to 
withdraw until the objective of the total liberation of 
Kuwait has been achieved. Again, we have the hope of a 
conflict with limited consequences, which is more in the 
hands of the Iraqi authorities than anybody else. Inter- 
national law, obviously, 1s supporting the action. 


And, as President Gorbachev has just said, it has really 
been the total, inexplicable blindness of the Iraqi leader 
that has led us to this situation. From the point of view 
of the situation in Spain, I think we can be calm. We 
have taken the necessary measures in the field of security 
and we hope that this will bring results. 


[Unidentified reporter] What happens next? The inter- 
national coalition has acted in solidarity, but there are 
those who think that somehow there has been some split 
in the unity of EC foreign policy. 
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[Gonzalez] | think that is what we are going to see today 
because there 1s a Western European Union meeting and 
one of the Community itself. | don’t think so. Interna- 
tional solidarity will be maintained. I think we should 
center our attention not only on the solution of this 
conflict, which started with the Iraqi attack on Kuwait 
on 2 August, but rather find peace and stability in the 
whole region and settle the old differences still out- 
standing. Therefore, ! think the focus of the EC countries 
and of the international community should be centered 
on trying to find a satisfactory solution for all the 
countries in the region following this crisis. [end 
recording] 


Fernandez-Ordonez Comments 


LD170110079! Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0800 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] In Spain the muni-crisis 
cabinet has been closely following the development of 
events from Moncloa Palace. Confirmation of the imr1i- 
nent attack on Iraq arrived from Washington shortly 
after midnight [local time] and was transmitted person- 
ally by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez to King Juan 
Carlos. The prime minister, who was in a meeting with 
the defense and foreign ministers and the spokeswoman 
until 0400 hours, has called the cabinet to an extraordi- 
nary meeting to be held at 1100 hours. 


The foreign minister, Fernandez-Ordonez, will not be 
attending this urgent meeting because he has gone to 
Paris to attend a meeting of the Western European 
Union. Before boarding the plane at Barajas Airport the 
Spanish minister repeated that the government will not 
send more troops to the Gulf. The ships that Spain has 
deployed in the area of conflict are not in danger because 
they are far from the scene of the first clashes. The 
Numancia frigate is in the Straits of Hormuz and the 
infanta Cristina and Diana corvettes are in the Red Sea. 


There is intense activity at the Torrejon de Ardoz base, 
Madrid, where U.S. transport planes are landing every 
four or five minutes and a buriding is under construction 
which could be used as a mortuary. At the Zaragoza and 
Moran de al Frontera bases a high level of activity has 
been noted although Defense Ministry sources say that 
this is normal. The Rota naval base, however, shows 
nothing new. 


The Interior Ministry has put into force the second part 
of the plan drawn up to prevent possible Arab terrorist 
attacks. Checks are being made on travelers from the 
Middle East. In Barcelona last night police started to 
control foreigners in the city, especially those of Arab 
nationality. At least 20 of them have been taken to police 
stations. [passage omitted] 


Leaders of the main political parties will hold meetings 
soon to analyze the situation and to adopt their positions 
ahead of tomorrow's parliamentary debate in which 
Felipe Gonzalez will take part. Apart from the United 
Left, nearly all the politica! forces agree that Saddam 
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Husayn is the only one responsible for this situation 
because the international community has done every- 
thing to preserve peace. They all hope the war will be 
short and will have the least cost possible in human lives. 
The United Left has condemned the military interven- 
tion, has called for demonstrations for peace, and has 
announced that it will support whoever refuses to collab- 
orate in the war. 


The Spanish Red Cross, through its president, Carmen 
Mestre, this morning caled on the Spanish people to 
donate medicines and baby food for those affected by the 
Gulf war. The Defense Minisiry spokesman, Pedro 
Mayer, has confirmed that three medical teams are ready 
to evacuate injured on a Spanish Air Force Hercules 
transport plane. [passage omitted] 


‘Crisis Cabinet’ Holds Meeting 
PA1701010091 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0050 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Madrid, 17 Jan (EFE)}—The Spanish crisis cabinet 
has begun meeting early this morning after learning of 
the possible bombardment of the Iraqi capital, govern- 
ment sources said in Madrid. 


The meeting is being attended by Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez, the ministers of defense and of foreign affairs, 
and the government spokesman. 


‘Latest Developments’ Discussed 


LD1601164591 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1300 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] The so-called mini-crisis cabinet 
met this morning at Moncloa Palace. The government is 
following developments closely. This meeting lasted 
nearly three hours. The prime minister met with the 
defense and foreign ministers and the minister spokes- 
woman. They discussed the latest developments and 
possible future developments in the Persian Gulf conflict 
following the expiration of the UN Security Council 
deadline. Rosa Jimenez reports: 


[Jimenez] According to details given by the office of the 
government spokeswoman, at the moment the Spanish 
Government decis..eiy supports the call made late last 
night by UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar, and is 
convinced that peace depends exclusively on a rapid 
positive reply by Iraq. 


During this morning's meeting at Moncloa Palace, the 
prime minister and the ministers prepared for tomor- 
row’s Western European Union meeting in Paris, which 
will be attended by Fernandez-Ordonez and Narcis 
Serra. Spain's decision to maintain its contribution to 
the fulfillment of the UN resolutions in coordination-—— 
obviously with the other members of this organization— 
will be repeated, that is, the missions leading to the 
maintenance of the embargo and logistical and human- 
itarian support as well as support for direct operations 
for the restoration of international law. 
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Felipe Gonzalez and his ministers also discussed, and 
will continue to discuss, the various possible scenarios 
such as further Iraqi aggression on one of the countries in 
the region; or the commencement of operations by the 
forces deployed in the region by countries authorized to 
do so by the UN Security Council. This would de a direct 
military operation aiming to reestablish international 
peace and security. [passage omitted] 


Felipe Gonzalez will have another meeting with the 
defense and foreign ministers, as well as the minister- 
spokeswoman, tomorrow when Fernandez-Ordonez and 
Narcis Serra return from Paris after having taken part in 
the Western European Union meeting. [Madrid 
Domestic Service in Spanish at 1500 GMT on 16 Jan- 
uary reports that “the frigate “Extremadura™ left El 
Ferrol today for Barcelona, where on 24 January it will 
join the NATO fleet responsible for defending Turkey 
and controlling sea traffic in the eastern Mediterranean] 


Situation Continually Monitored 


PA1701041091 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 0336 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] The crisis cabinet—comprised of the prime min- 
ister, the ministers of defense and of foreign affairs, and 
the government spokesman—ended at 0400. We had 
reported that they had begun their meeting before mid- 
night and that at 0010 they had received a message from 
the U.S. Government announcing—as an ally country as 
we have already stressed—the beginning of military 
operations. 


Therefore, the meeting began at 2400 and ended at 0400. 
The ministers and the prime minister have already left 
but their staff will continue meeting under permanent 
session. 


‘Flotilla’ Reported in Safe Area 


PA1701020491 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 0132 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] We have a note from the Defense Ministry which 
says that the commander of the Navy's general staff, 
Admiral Vilas, is currently at the Navy's operation 
center and he is in permanent contact with the Spanish 
ships—which say that they have no incidents to report— 
and they are carrying out the orders issued in case of a 
situation like the one that is currently taking place. We 
are talking about the Spanish flotilla sent to the Persian 
Gulf to enforce the UN embargo. The Spanish ships are 
not participating in the armed actions and they have 
nothing to report, according to the Defense Ministry 
report. 
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Party Leaders Comment 


PA1701121991 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 0421 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Statements by Inaqui Anasagasti, spokesman of the 
Nationalist Basque Party, and Jose Ramon Caso, secre- 
tary general of the Democratic and Social Center on 16 
January; place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Anasagasti] We need more information on how 
the struggle is coming along. Above all, we hope that it is 
quick and that it ends as soon as possible. Then we will 
have an opinion on this. We want to calm the families 
that have sons on the ships, frigates, and corvettes. They 
should be calm because their sons are far from the scene 
of the conflict. 


We will ask the government to provide logistical and 
humanitarian aid, but that is all. We also think that, 
given the turn of events, nothing else will be needed. We 
would like for the war to end as soon as possible because 
this would mean that perhaps Saddam Husayn has 
understood that the language of war is a terrible lan- 
guage; that it will be detrimental for him; and, above all, 
the consequences that this will have. Likewise, this is the 
only way that the war will cost the fewest lives possible. 


[Caso] The first logical reaction is to deplore the fact that 
this extremely grave crisis could not be solved in a more 
peaceful way, meaning the embargo; and that, according 
to the UN resolution, it was necessary to use to force. All 
we Can Say now 1s that we hope to work politically so that 
the conflict may be the shortest possible and with the 
least cost possible in human lives—above all, innocent 
civilians. 


It is hardly worthwhile to think that things could have 
been done differently. The important thing now is to 
evaluate how we can cooperate so that the conflict ends 
quickly, with the fewest deaths, and—above all—to 
search for ways to establish the groundwork for a durable 
peace in the entire region. 


King Juan Carlos Following Events 


PA1701023891 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0115 GMT 
17 Jan 91 


[Text] Madrid, 17 Jan (EFE) - A spokesman for the 
Royal House has told EFE that King Juan Carlos | of 
Spain is following today from his office the news on the 
course of events in Iraq and Kuwait after the attack of 
the multinational force. 


The king was informed of the attack by Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, who is meeting in the Moncloa Palace 
with Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez- Ordonez, 
Defense Minister Narcis Serra, and spokesperson Rosa 
Conde. 


The king will remain in his office to follow the develop- 
ment of the operations in the Persian Gulf area, said the 
spokesman of the Zarzuela Palace. 
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The leaders of political parties have also called an urgent 
meeting tonight to analyze the consequences of the war. 


Opposition leader Jose Maria Aznar, president of the 
People’s Conservative Party, told EFE that the only one 
responsible for the conflict is Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn. 


Julio Anguita, coordinator of the United Left Coalition 
(IU), which follows primarily a communist political line, 
described as barbaric the start of armed confrontations 
between the United States and some member countries 
of the multinational force and Iraq. He added that he 
feels ashamed to be a Westerner right now. 


According to Anguita, the coalition will mobilize all 
those who advocate peace not to stop the barbaric 
actions that have already begun, but to demand the 
return of our ships. 


Fernandez-Ordonez Defines Gulf Crisis Stance 
PM1701135591 Madrid YA in Spanish 13 Jan 91 p 44 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez- 
Ordonez by Julia Navarro in Madrid; date not given] 


[Text] Madrid—Fernandez-Ordonez looks serene, per- 
haps because he is of a steady temperament and believes 
that it is best not to allow oneself to lapse into pessi- 
mism. He acknowledges, however, that only a “glim- 
mer” of hope of resolving the Persian Gulf crisis 
remains. That is how matters stand, in our foreign 
minister's Opinion. 


[Navarro] Will Spanish citizens who do not wish to leave 
the area before 15 January lose our country’s protection” 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] Not at all. We will always defend 
all our citizens’ safety, whatever the date; the thing is 
that after 15 January we enter what we could call a time 
and area of danger. 


[Navarro] Is the European foreign ministers’ opinion 
which Perez de Cuellar took to Baghdad unanimous? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] Look, we are all of the unanimous 
and clear opinion that Saddam Husayn must withdraw 
from Kuwait and obey the UN resolutions. The UN 
secretary general took the Europeans’ perception to 
Baghdad. What does exist between the European coun- 
tries is disagreements over the handling of the postcrisis 
period; I reported exhaustively on this in parliament. But 
I emphasize that there is absolute unity among the 
Europeans in demanding that the UN resolutions be 
obeyed by Iraq. 


[Navarro] Could you be more specific about what that 
disagreement over the postcrisis period concerns? 


|Fernandez-Ordonez] Well, simply, the desirability of 
being more or less specific about the Arab-Israeli issue. 
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[Navarro] Does our country unreservedly advocate 
holding an international peace conference to discuss the 
problems of the Middle East? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] Yes. but let us take it step by step. 
We advocate holding a peace conference, and we did so 
long before Saddam Husayn was even president of his 
government. Spain has advocated that conference for 
many years, and so we do not advocate this because 
Saddam Husayn says so. We are not in favor, however, 
of linking one problem with another. 


[Navarro] But Husayn seems to create an opening with 
an international conference. 


[Fernandez-Ordonez}] Look, Saddam Husayn did not 
invade Kuwait to save the Palestinians, we will not fall 
into that trap. What he is doing is to manipulate the 
grave and dramatic Palestinian problem ‘o his own 
advantage. If the Palestinian problem is resolved, it will 
not be exactly thanks to Saddam Husayn but rather 
despite Saddam Husayn. 


\Navarro]} Is Spain playing a special role in this crisis in 
view of its relationship with the Arab countries? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] It is very important that the Arab 
countries make an appeal to Saddam Husayn and con- 
vince him of the catastrophe which war would mean for 
the Arab world itself. To that effect. we are not letting up 
in issuing demarches, holding meetings, and talking with 
everybody. Of course, what we are trying to do night now 
iS to ensure that wrong messages do not reach Saddam 
Husayn, that he knows that there is considerable unity 
based on the UN resolutions. 


[Navarro] Are there realistic hopes of peace? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] There 1s little room; we must not 
deceive ourselves. While there 1s a window open, there is 
hope, but if the windows are closing, then... Well, we 
have a glimmer left. There is an old Spanish saying that 
a bad settlement 1s better than a good war, well, | agree 
with that. 


[Navarro] Is the European public prepared for war? 


[Fernandez-Ordoncz] In general, the European public is 
well prepared. I am ‘ot familiar with Spanish opinion 
polls, but in any event Spain's position is different 
because we are not among the countries which could take 
part directly in the war. There are countries which, in 
accordance with the UN resolutions, are committed to 
direct military action, to an attack to oust Iraq from 
Kuwait. These countries are the United States, Britain, 
and France. And there are other countries which the 
United Nations has asked for their support, which are all 
the others. Our country is giving this support, and we are 
doing so in a generous and very big way. 


[Navarro] Could you specify Spain's role if war breaks 
out? 
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[Fernandez-Ordonez] Our role will be the same as now; 
to support those who will act to ensure that the UN 
resolutions are obeyed. That support 1s logistic support, 
support in transport, and medical, humanitarian, and 
financial support. Of course, use of the bases; they have 
already been used and are being used. I believe that that 
is Spain's duty; I have explained this in the Congress [of 
Deputies], and there is a vast majority in the house who 
understand this and are in agreement. 


[Navarro] If war finally breaks out, wiil it be a brief war? 


[Ferr.andez-Ordonez] | do not know, that should be put 
to other, better qualified ministers. 


[Navarro] If there is no withdrawal, is war inevitable? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez} There is a Security Council reso- 
lution which says that if Iraq does not withdraw from 
Kuwait, it will be taken from it by force. 


New Tasks 
[Navarro] How long will the Spanish ships stay in the 
Gulf area? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] It will depend on what course 
events take, but the embargo has not ended; it does not 
end 15 January. The fact 1s that it will be necessary 
[words dropped] tasks in keeping with the new situation. 


[Navarro] Is an Arab terrorist offensive possible? What 
is the Spanish Government doing? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] I know that the the Interior Min- 
istry has all the necessary information, and so do our 
intelligence services. 


[Navarro] Do the Spanish people understand the govern- 
ment’s stance? 


[Fernandez-Ordonez] | am trying to explain it on radio 
and television and in the newspapers. So many alarming 
reports are being made that in the end there is some 
confusion. There are also those who seek to create it by 
misrepresenting everything as a conflict between the 
United States and Iraq, and this is untrue; it is a conflict 
between Iraq and the rest of the world. 


Foreign Journalists Continue To Remain in Iraq 


LD1601225191 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2200 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] There are 24 Spanish journalists still in Baghdad 
at a time when practically all the foreign press have left 
the country on the recommendation of their respective 
countries. Most Spanish journalists in Iraq are staying at 
three hotels, as special correspondents waiting for the 
imminent outbreak of hostilities. The Iraqi minister of 
information promised the Spanish journalists that he 
will do everything possible to enable them to work in the 
best possible conditions. One can tell, the minister told 
the Spaniards, that you have Arab blood. 
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With the exception of television reporters, U.S. journal- 
ists have left the country. Italian journalists also left 
Saghdad today, aboard an aircraft charted by the Italian 
Government. In addition to the Spanish journalists, a 
small group of German journalists, one Austrian and a 
number of others from different countries still remain in 
Baghdad. The Spanish journalists are continuing to 
report normally and hope to continue doing so if, as 
everything seems to indicate, the war begins at any 
moment. 


In Paris the Foreign Ministry called on French journal- 
ists still in Baghdad to leave as soon as possible because 
of the risk of war. 


Some 15 French journalists and television technicians 
are currently still in the Iraqi capital while 16 more who 
left Baghdad on an Iraqi Airways flight earlier 
Wednesday have now arrived in Amman. 


They were among a group of 30 Western journalists who 
arrived in the Jordanian capital from Baghdad. 


Another flight from Baghdad is expected in Amman later 
Wednesday. 


Urged To Leave ‘Conflict Zone’ 


AU 1601210091 Paris AFP in English 2080 GMT 
16 Jan 91 


[Text] Madrid, Jan 16 (AFP}—The Spanish Foreign 
Ministry on Wednesday called on Spanish journalists to 
leave the Gulf region and particularly Iraq, diplomatic 
sources said. 


The journalists should leave the “conflict zone as quickly 
as possible”, they said, adding that their security could 
no longer be guaranteed. 


Similar advice was given by Washington to U.S. journal- 
ists in the region earlier on Wednesday . 


Geneva Talks Failure, Gulf Prospects Examined 


PM1601152591 Madrid YA in Spanish 10 Jan 91 
pl2 


[Editorial: ““War Is Not Inevitable™] 


[Text] The lengthy meeting between the U.S. and Iraqi 
foreign ministers, James Baker and Tariq “Aziz, lasting 
over six hours in three sessions, has ended formally in 
failure. The interlocutors’ tone at the end of the meeting, 
however, was not openly fatalistic. It 1s clear that such a 
lengthy dialogue between prominent politicians, able 
fully to understand the situation and to realize the 
dramatic consequences of a war in the Gulf, must have 
served some purpose. Baker himself said at the end of 
the meeting that there had been many miscalculations on 
Iraq's part about the scale of the threat looming over the 
country and about the obviously small degree of inter- 
national solidarity it was receiving. If the meeting served 
at least to make Irag realize its true situation, it could be 
the prelude to a last-minute solution sponsored by some 
other attempt at mediation out the many which are being 
prepared and which will be in full swing today. 


Baker was clear in his siatements. He found no sign of 
flexibility, and if Iraq persists in this attitude, it “will be 
choosing a devastating war.” the US. secretary of state, 
however, left the way open for all the international 
moves which were beginning to take shape yesterday, 
and he explicitly mentioned those which are being pre- 
pared by France—which Mitterrand announced ves- 
terday afternoon without entering into details. although 
stressing that there will be war if Irag does not withdraw 
from Kuwait—Algeria—whose foreign minister was in 
Geneva yesterday—the EC—which yesterday repeated 
through the Luxembourg foreign minister its offer of 
dialogue with Baghdad—and the UN secretary general, 
who could be going to the Iraqi capital soon, after 
meeting with Bush. Everything indicates that a very 
rapid diplomatic operation has begun when there are 
only 150 hours to go before the ultrmatum expires. 
Whether or not there is a conflict will ultsmately depend 
on these attempts and on the conclusions which ‘Aziz— 
and Saddam Husayn—have drawn from his meeting 
with Bush 


Baker also dramatically announced yesterday that the 
charge d'affaires at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad will 
receive permission to withdraw |2 January; the reasons 
are easy to imagine. Baker acknowledged, however, that 
he has not yet lost all hope, and it 1s hard to believe that 
Saddam Husayn will drag his country and much of the 
world into a conflict which he cannot win and which 
could even, literally and tragically. erase Iraq from the 
map 








# SWITZERLAND 


Government Expresses ‘Dismay’ at Outbreak of War 
LDi701110191 Bern International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 17 Jan 91 


{Excerpt} Switzerland has expressed dismay at the out- 
break of war in the Gulf and pledged to do everything in 
its power to help ease the consequences. A deciaration 
issued during an emergency cabinet meeting in Bern said 
the Swiss Government profoundly regretted that the 
peace efforts by the international community in which 
Switzerland took an active part failed to avert armed 
conflict. The government again condemned the occupa- 
tion of Kuwait and Iraq's intransigent attitude, which 
provoked the war. [passage omitted] 


Airspace Closed to Foreign Military Planes 
LD1601161291 Bern International Service 
in English 1530 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] The Swiss foreign minister, Rene Feiber, has said 
that war in the Gulf appears almost inevitable. Mr Felber 
was speaking after the latest meeting of the Swiss Gov- 
ernment to discuss Switzerland's position following the 
expiry of the UN deadline. 


He said the government still hoped that a solution could 
be found to avert the possibility of armed conflict. Mr 
Felber said a last minute mediation proposal made by 


FBIS-WEU-91-012 
12 January 1991 


Switzerland on Tuesday to the UN Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar had not been successful. 


He said Switzerland would maintain strict policies of 
neutrality if war broke out in the Gulf and repeated the 
government's decision to refuse foreign military aircraft 
to use Swiss airspace. 


Cotti Urges Peace in Gulf, Offers Mediation 


LD1501110391 Bern International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 15 Jan 91 


[Text] Switzerland has launched another urgent appeal 
to the international community to help avoid war in the 
Gulf. The Swiss vice president, Flavio Cotti, told diplo- 
mats during the government's traditional New Year's 
reception in Bern, that no effort should be spared to find 
an acceptable way out, and again offered Swiss media- 
tion in the conflict. 


Mr. Cotti also expressed deep concern about the Soviet 
use of force in Lithuania and said the operation could 
pose serious problems for the process of peace and 
stabilization in Europe. He referred to the Baltic repub- 
lics’ right to self-determination and added that a solution 
to the conflict could only be found by way of negotia- 
LIONS. 
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Carlsson, Koivisto Discuss Gulf, Baltics 
LD1701120491 Helsinki Domestic Service 
in Finnish 1000 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson has 
discussed the Persian Gulf crisis with President Mauno 
Koivisto in Helsinki. Carlsson said after the meeting that 
he was disappointed that the war started and hoped that 
it would last only a short time. Carlsson stressed, how- 
ever, that the start of military action is due to the 
occupation of Kuwait by Iraq. 


Carlsson also discussed that Baltic situation with 
Koivisto. According to Carlsson, Sweden and Finland 
are ready to support the initiative for the discussion of 
the Baltic crisis within the framework of the CSCE. 
Carlsson did not, however, want to specify whether the 
Baltic problem should be discussed with the CSCE as an 
internal Soviet question. 


Carlsson, Koivisto Disagree 


LD1701133291 Stockholm Domestic Service 
in Swedish 1130 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson, after a meeting 
with Finnish President Mauno Koivisto and Prime Min- 
ister Harri Holkeri, says that he does not share Koivisto’s 
views about the Baltics. Koivisto has recently said, 
among other things, that Lithuania and, above all, the 
country’s president, Vytautas Landsbergis, are accesso- 
ries to the intervention of the Soviet troops. Prime 
Minister Carlsson says that he has great respect for 
Finland's foreign policy, but that this does not mean that 
it 1S necessary to think identically on every point. 


Ingvar Carlsson is now breaking off his visit to Helsinki 
and returning home because of the war in the Persian 
Gulf. 


Finland 


State Regrets Gulf War; Urges Energy Savings 


LD/701114691 Helsinki Domestic Service 
in Finnish 1000 GMT 17 Jan 9/ 


[Text] The Finnish Government has expressed regret 
over the Persian Gulf war and issued an appeal to all 
sections of society to save energy. The governniecnt has 
met several times this morning. It says in @ statement 
that the multinational forces have had to resort to 
military force to liberate Kuwait because of Iraq's inflex- 
ibility. The government considers it important that the 
use of force be limited to the minimum necessary to 
liberate Kuwait. The government, which met under the 
leadership of Premier Ha © Holkeri, called for energy 
savings because considerable increases are expected in 
energy prices because of th. crisis. 
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Citizens in Gulf Area ‘Not in Danger’ 
LD1701131191 Helsinki Domestic Service 
in Finnish 1100 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] The approximately |.400 Finns in the [Persian 
Gulf] crisis area are not in danger, according to informa- 
tion the Finnish Foreign Ministry received from its 
missions this morning. There are a total of about 700 
Finns in Israel. The ministry 1s following the situation all 
the time and has been making preparations for the 
possibi- evacuation of the Finns. 


The Finnish UN troops, for their part, are on full alert in 
the Middle East. The Defense Ministry's UN office was 
this morning in contact with both Golan and Lebanon, 
which are peaceful. On Golan and in southern Lebanon 
there are altogether about |,.000 Finnish UN troops. 


Airline Reduces Flights, Security Enhanced 


LD 74391 Helsinki Domestic Service 
in} » 1600 GMT 16 Jan 9i 


[Text] Security checks on air traffic have been intensified 
in Finland and surveillance increased because of the 
deteriorating international situation. Passengers are 
expected to arrive at airports half an hour earlier than 
usual in order to avoid crowding. The SAS [Scandina- 
vian Airline System] airline 1s planning to reduce its 
flights, chiefly to southern Europe. Finnair has stopped 
flights to Egypt, Israel, Kenya, and Cyprus 


The Finnish Air Force has increased surveillance flights 
after the deterioration of the situation in the Baitics, but 
the actual preparedness has not been upgraded. In Hel- 
sinki the fire and rescue services are prepared for big 
disasters. Preparedness has also been increased, apart 
from the event of accidental disasters, for the event of 
possible terrorist acts. Postal items being sent abroad 
and arriving in Finland from abroad may be delayed 
because of security measures. 


Many airlines have tightened cargo carrying regulations. 
Finnair, for instance, will not accept any cargo from 
Athens and Istanbul, for the time being. 


Koivisto, Soviet Ambassador Discuss Lithuania 


LD1601123391 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1200 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] The Soviet ambassador to Helsinki, Boris Aristov, 
has explained to President Mauno Koivisto the recent 
events in Lithuania and statements by the Soviet lead- 
ership. President Koivisto expressed to the ambassador a 
strong wish that the Baltic conflicts will be solved 
peacefully and through negotiations. Koivisto also 
expressed the serious concern of the Finnish people and 
the Finnish Government over the events in the Baltics. 
Ambassador Aristov met Koivisto at his own request. 
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Estonian Leader on Need for Baltic-Meoscow Talks 


LD1601 180391 Helsinki Domestic Service 
in Finnish 1600 GMT 16 Jan 9] 


[Text] The leader of the Estonian Social Democrats, 
Marju Lauristin, criticized President Mauno Koivisto’s 
demand for talks between the Baltic states and Moscow. 
Lauristin said in Helsinki that the Baltic countries have 
repeatedly asked for negotiations to begin. According to 
Lauristin, the central leadership in Moscow has rejected 
all requests. In Lauristin’s view Koivisto ought rather to 
direct his appeals for negotiations to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. Lauristin also has Coubts about the idea of 
solving the problems of the Baltic states in connection 
with the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. In her view the CSCE countries should first 
recognize that the Baltic states were occupied during 
World War II and that the Soviet borders, recognized 
after the war, are unjust. 


Baltic Draft Dodgers Granted Temporary Asylum 


LD1601143491 Stockholm International Service 
in Swedish 1230 GMT 16 Jan 41 


[Text] Sweden's minister for immigration yesterday 
underscored that young men in the Baltic republics who 
refuse to join the Soviet Army will receive temporary 
asylum in Sweden. 


Answering a question in parliament, the minisier said 
refusal to do military service is in itself no grounds for 
asylum, but in the present situation those flecing to 
Sweden from the Soviet military would be given six- 
month entry visas. 


Expert on Gorbachev Backing Military in Baltics 


PM 1601153591 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 15 Jan? p § 


{ingmar Lindmarker article: ““Gorbachev Is Taking the 
Path of the Army”) 


[Excerpt] Mikhail Gorbachev is undoubtedly behind the 
military actions in the Baltic region. He has now aban- 
doned the reformists and allied himself with the Army in 
order to hold together the Union using tough methods. 
In the long term democratization probably will come, 
but serious setbacks cannot be ruled out. 
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This is a summary of the views of a number of Swedish 
and foreign experts on the Soviet Union with whom 
SVENSKA DAGBLADET has talked since Bloody 
Sunday in Vilnius. Most “Kremiinologists” take the 
view that the signs of a crackdown have been building up 
since last fall. 


“] now expect to see states of emergency gradually being 
introduced in republic after republic,” Professor Anders 
Aslund of the Stockholm Institute of East Bloc Eco- 
nomics said. “It would take a revolution for the demo- 
cratic alternative to come to the fore, because the Soviet 
leadership has ruled it out.” 


Professor Aslund thinks that Gorbachev was definitely 
behind the decision to send paratroops to the Baltic 
region with the task of taking action sooner or later. The 
fact that they intervened as early as last Saturday night 
has proved to be a tactical mistake. The intention was 
probably to wait until Wednesday and the expected 
explosion in the Persian Gulf. 


According to Aslund, there are three clements now 
guiding Gorbachev. The first is certain ideological con- 
siderations, especially his opposition to the private own- 
ership of land. The second 1s his determination to hold 
the Umion together, and the third 1s his realization that 
he could not win an election democratically: he considers 
his own position of power more important than princi- 


ples. 


The Soviet leader is now pursuing the military's line. 
However, it is wrong to call him the prisoner of the 
military, Secause Gorbachev 1s doing this of his own free 
will after giving way to the Army, the military-industral 
complex, and the KGB. He has elected not to oifer 
resistance to the reactionary forces. 


According to Anders Aslund, from March through Sep- 
tember last year Gorbachev still had the possibility of 
backing democracy and a rapid transition to a market 
economy. Instead he played a deceitful game with Boris 
Yeltsin and the radicals, who gradually tired of the lack 
of movement. 


The shots fired in Vilnius were a severe setback for 
Gorbachev because of the sharp reaction in the West. In 
Aslund’s view, the criticism could help to postpone 
similar actions in Riga and Tallinn; but Aslund thinks 
nevertheless that the Soviet leadership 1s prepared to pay 
the political price if further bloodshed 1s considered 
necessary. [passage omitted] 
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U.S. Planes Stop at ‘Illegal’ Airport 
NC1701160191 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
17 Jan 91 p 20 


[Excerpt] American Stealth aircraft which cannot be 
detected by radar, made an overnight stop-over at the 
illegal Lefkoniko airport, in the Turkish-occupied part of 
Cyprus on their way to the Gulf, diplomatic sources told 
the CYPRUS MAIL. 


Although it has officially been denied that the Lefkoniko 
airport has been used by U.S. and other NATO forces in 
connection with the Gulf crisis, reliable sources spoke 
with certainty that this airport, which is a purely military 
airfield, is being used as a support station for warplanes 
heading for the Gulf region. 


In the past, press reports, which have never been denied, 
suggested that the huge Lefkoniko Airport was built to 
serve as a station for the U.S. Immediate Action Deploy- 
ment Unit. 


The same sources said the Lefkoniko Airport has been 
included in a war scenario which includes the triangle 
Lefkoniko (in the Turkish-occupied area of Cyprus}— 
the Turkish airbase of Incirlink, in Eastern Turkey, (The 
nearest NATO base to the Iraqi border}—and the U.S.- 
led navy in the Eastern Mediterranean. 


It is significant that there are almost nu movements of 
merchant or passenger ships in this part of the Mediter- 
ranean, at present due to the mounting tension in the 
Gulf. [passage omitted] 


Antiwar Protesters March on U.S. Embassy 15 Jan 


NC 1601174891 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
16 Jan 91 p 3 


[Excerpts] About 300 Cypriot anti-war protesters 
marched towards the U.S. embassy in Nicosia yesterday 
carrying banners saying “no blood for Gulf” and “give 
peace a chance”. 


The protesters, who represented more than 15 Cypriot 
organisations, including pacifists, environmentalists, 
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youth wings of political parties and others, gathered at 
Elevtheria square, where they heard anti-war songs and 
chanted nti-war slogans. 


The demonstration turned into an anti-American protest 
because the U.S.-led international alliance had been held 
responsible for the consequences of a possible war in the 
Gulf. 


Walking hand-in-hand the demonstrators marched to 
the U.S. embassy where they chanted. “*Bush- 
Saddan-murderers™ but the rally remained peaceful until 
the end. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, in Limassol Kuwaiti refugees took to the 
Streets to protest the continuing occupation of their 
country and call for the punishment of Iraqi president 
Saddam Husayn. 


About 500 Kuwaitis, dressed in black, with slogans such 
as: “Saddam your time is up™, and “Butcher of Baghdad 
out of Kuwait”, marched in the streets of Limassol. 


The protest ended peacefully. 


Denktas Blames Saddam for War, Warns Vasiliou 


7TA1701094691 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish O855 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Rauf Denktas, president of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus, has said that Iraqi President 
Saddam Husayn is to be blamed for the Gulf war. 


Denktas, who followed the U.S. air operation from CNN 
and TRT [Turkish Radio and Television] news reports 
all night, said that the Gulf war broke out because of 
Husayn’s despotic stand, intransigence, lack of respect 
for law, and occupation of a brotherly country. 


He expressed his hope that the war will end as soon as 
possible with the least possible loss of life. 


Pointing out that the Greek Cypriot administration's 
position, which favors an arms buildup and the usurpa- 
tion of the rights of the Turkish Cypriots living in the 
island, is not very different from that of the Iraq: leader, 
Denktas called on Yeoryios Vasiliou to learn the neces- 
sary lesson from these incidents and to give up his 
threats and be prepared to contribute to the peaceful 
solution of the Cyprus problem. 








M GREECE 


Prime Minister Mitsetakis on Outbreak of War 


NC1701121991 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
0500 GMT 17 Jan 9i 


“Text” of statement by Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Mitsotakis in Athens on 17 January—recorded] 


[Text] Developments in the Gulf have unfortunately con- 
firmed the pessimistic forecasts. At 0125 today, the mul- 
tinational forces began war operations with the aim of 
liberating Kuwait and restoring international legality. 
Arms now have the say and war is becoming a full blown 
affair. 


The government had foreseen the likelihood early on. It 
found itself prepared at this crucial time. We are all at 
our posts, including myself and the cabinet members. 
We are fully alert to deal with emergency cases, particu- 
larly acts of sabotage likely to be attempted. The Armed 
Forces’ alert has gone up to 75 percent. The Greek 
people can be certain that the state and government will 
act correctly at this difficult time. | recommend to the 
Greek people to remain cool and calm. 


We will face problems which we have anticipated and 
which can be resolved. There will be no shortage of any 
kind of goods, particularly of foodstuffs. We have made 
reasonable arrangements to address the question of fuel for 
a sufficient period of time under the current circum- 
stances. There will certainly be economic repercussions. 
The price of oil has already gone up by six dollars within 
just a few hours. However, it is certain that our country, 
together with the other UN countries, will manage this 
difficult period which, we all hope, will finally end in 
positive results. 


I would like to inform the Greek people that the govern- 
ment will move in close cooperation with our partners in 
the EC, NATO, West European Union, and primarily 
with the United Nations. The foreign ministers have 
already been called to an emergency meeting in Paris at 
1800 today which will be attended by our foreign min- 
ister, Andonios Samaras. The West European Union is 
holding a meeting and the NATO political committee is 
in session now. Coordinated efforts will be made. 


I would moreover like to stress that we are undoubtedly 
passing through historic times. This big decision of the UN 
to impose international legality should meet with support 
from the Greek people in particular. We must build a new, 
better world for our children and the coming generations. 
The UN should at last be able to adopt resolutions that will 
be implemented. International legality must be restored. 
When I say this, my mind and soul turn toward the 
martyred Cyprus for which, after the end of this crisis and 
on the basis of all that was heard today from President 
George Bush's mouth, we also have the right to make 
demands. Cyprus has a right, with Greece on its side, to the 


restoration of its unity and independence. 
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Peace Conference Asked To Include Cyprus 


NC1601203991 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1320 GMT 16 Jan 91 


{interview with Foreign Minister Andonios Samaras by 
Yeoryios Sarandakos, place and date not given— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Sarandakos] What has been the Greek position 
on the lasi effort, the French peace plan? 


[Samaras] Look, the Greek position was crystal clear. We 
released a statement in which we said we were in favor of 
a peaceful settlement and supported every initiative that 
would result in such a peaceful solution. However, we set 
an unwavering condition, which is the practical and 
unconditional withdrawal of the Iraqi troops. The reason 
we set this condition was that, if we had not set it, we 
would have betrayed the Cyprus issue. 


The French proposal embarrassed many quarters for two 
reasons: One, because it asked that, immediately after the 
crisis, there should be a direct possibility of convening a 
peace conference on Gulf area issues such as the Pales- 
tinian and, as we would like, the Cyprus issue. This is why 
we adopted a broader position and talked of a peace 
conference on the broader problems in the area. This cid 
not embarrass us, Mr. Sarandakos, and we were in favor of 
the French proposal. However, the point on which there 
was a small disagreement, and because of which | could not 
come out and say that | was one hundred percent in favor 
of the French proposal, was the point that the French 
proposal did not provide for the immediate withdrawal of 
troops but only that Saddam Husayn should declare the 
intention to withdraw the troops. Therefore, if 1 accepted 
the term intention and not immediate withdrawal, then 
you realize that | would have betrayed the Cyprus issuc, 
and | could not do that merely for the sake of certain 
quarters who would like me to come and say: Yes, Greece 
should make such a proposal at any cost, although we are 
not even a member of the UN Security Council, so that our 
position might play a substantive role. 


{Sarandakos} Would you discuss this proposal? 


[Samaras] After all, this is why we said that the French 
proposal 1s welcome. However, our diplomacy here also 
becomes 2n instrument of partisan disagreements and 
this 1s a big mistake. 


[Sarandakos] From now on, what is your personal 
appraisal, what is going to happen” 


[Samaras] My personal zppraisal is that we are one step 
away from world insanity, which, unfortunately, 1s due to 
Saddam Husayn’s intransigence. | do not conceal that, out 
of my own optimism, if you like, or my desire for peace, 
my personal view was that something would happen at the 
last minute. Saddam Husayn was given every ime limit, 
the world exhausted every possibility. The Soviet Union, 
China, the Nonaligned countries, our Community of 12, 
namely the Europeans, the Americans—everybody— 
through their staternents and time limits gave Saddam 
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Husayn the chance to leave, to withdraw without his 
personal honor in the Arab world being injured. In other 
words, they gave him the chance to leave and, say, we will 
tell you that you are not going to be attacked, leave and we 
will tell you that we will solve the Palestinian issue, leave 
and we will tell you that we will do everything necessary to 
promote a senous approach to the entire Middle East 
issue. Unfortunately, he did not follow this up, he took an 
extremist line and today he will be faced with the terrible 
problem of what will happen if someone pulls the trigger 
first. Let us hope this does not happen, and may God help 
us. 


[Sarandakos] From then on, would Greece support any 
UN Security Council resolution? 


[Samaras] You realize that our compass should be the 
international community to which, as you know, the whole 
world now belongs, from the Soviet Union to China and 
including the United States and the 12 EC members. We 
are obliged to adhere to these resolutions firmly. We would 
harm our country if we deviated from this policy. 


Alternate Defense Minister on Security Measures 


NC1601205491 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1320 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] Alternate Defense Minister Alexandros Papad- 
hongonas, in an interview with Yeoryios Yioukakis, has 
stressed that Greece will not in any event become 
involved in military operations. 


[Begin recording} [Papadhongonas] The National Defense 
Ministry does not, of course, make any special appraisals. 


AS you understand, we cannot at this time say what will 
happen or will not happen. The thing is that we have 
passed the deadline and everyone is anxious at this time, I 
mean internationally, about what 1s to happen. A war 
seems at this time almost unavoidable. As far as our 
involvement 1s concerned, it must become clear that 
Greece will not be involved in 4 Gulf war. Of course, apart 
from some measures that we take in connection with our 
own internal security against terrorist acts and sabotage— 
let us Say something like that can be expected—there is 
nothing else. As you know, the corvette in the Red Sea is 
5,000 km from the area of the anticipated hostilities. This 
iS Up to now, let's say, our appraisal of the situation. 


[Y:oukakis] Is there a spot in our country which is judged 
to be especially sensitive? So that you don't think that ! 
am trying to elicit information, | am referring to the 
question of Crete. 


[Papadhongonas] No, no, let me make it clear, if you 
mean sensitive with regard to an Iraqi attack, such a spot 
does not exist in Our Country because the range of Iraqi 
weapons is not long enough to reach us. If we mean it 
sensitive, from the point of view of targets that can 
constitute an objective for some terrorist act or anything 
else, then certainly our country also has a few such 
targets. Well... 


[Yioukakis, interrupting] What would the National 
Defense Ministry have to say to Greek citizens, given 
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that a partscular nervousness 1s being observed, to the 
point that several schools in Crete, as we are being 
informed by our reporters, are not operating today duc 
to the possibility of war in the Persian Gulf? 


[Papadhongonas] Look, for me the nervousness ts unjus- 
tifed and I am saying it, anyway. from the viewpoint of 
someone who has specific knowledge of these matters. 
There is no need for nervousness in our country. 


[Yioukakis] Your personal opinion: When do you think 
there is a chance that war may begin in the Persiar: Gulf? 


[Papadhongonas] At any time. [end recording] 


‘No Possiblity’ of Limnos Involvement in Conflict 


NC1701143891 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1230 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Government Spokesman Viron Polidhoras said: 
There is no possibility the frigate Limnos will become 
involved in the Persian Gulf conflict, nor is it likely that 
the ship will be placed under U.S. command. Polidhorzs 
added that frigate Limnos is in the Red Sea, she 1s sailing 
southward, and it 1s not anticipated that she will go to the 
Persian Gulf. The spokesman also noted that there is no 
question of withdrawing the frigate and, referring to the 
cargo ships now in the Persian Gulf area, said the mer- 
chant marine minister is 1° constant contact with the 
seamen adding that the position of ail vessels is safe and 
their crews are well. 


[Paris AFP in English at 1339 GMT on 17 January in an 
Athens-datelined item adds, “The Greek government 
has alerted Greek ships in the Gulf region to beware of 
mines, following reports that Iraq had laid explosive 
charges in the waters of the Gulf, a merchant marine 
ministry official said. 


[“Captain Andonios Kaloudhis, director of the minis- 
try’s maritime rescue coordinating center said that he 
had personally contacted Greek ships in the threatened 
region, based on information which he received from 
other international maritime safety centers. He said that 
he had advised captains of Greek ships to avoid the 
northwestern portion of the Gulf.”] 


Concerning the destroyer Kriazis, the government 
spokesman made it clear that she 1s participating im a 
NATO exercise in Eastern Mediterranean, and it 1s not 
anticipated that her mission will change. 


The Greek armed forces alert has gone to 75 percent. The 
state of alert was 50 percent until the war broke out in 
the Persian Gulf. Accord:ng to statements by National 
Defense Minister loannis Varvitsiotis and Navy General 
Staff Chief Evangelos Lagaras. the frigate Limnos is 
sailing southward from her initial position in the Red 
Sea, her mission has not changed, and the entire crew is 
well. 


The destroyer Kriazis sailed from Salamis naval port 
today to participate in NATO maneuvers code-named 
NAVOCFORMED in which eight ships of NATO 
member countries are participating under the command 
of Captain (Piyezanos), skipper of the destroyer Knazis. 
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Saudi Sources Claim 150,000 Casualties in Kuwait 


TA1701142491 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1420 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Dhahran (ANATOLIA)—Saudi Arabian officials 
claim that the first aircraft to take off in the operation 
against Iraq were Saudi planes. 


The same officials claim that some 150,000 Iraqi soldiers 
have either been killed or wounded in Kuwait. 


The Kuwaiti authorities stated that British aircraft bom- 
barded the Iraqi forces in Kuwait. 


They noted that Kuwaiti pilots participated in the 
bombing of the Iraqi installations with Mirage and 
Skyhawk aircraft. 


It is also reported that none of the aircraft that partici- 
pated in the operation against Iraq was downed. 


Saudi military officials and Kuwaiti information offi- 
cials have described the operation as “a great success.” 
Meanwhile, it is reported that the Iraqi soldiers in 
Kuwait have begun to surrender. 


Gulf Operation Followed at Presidential Mansion 


TA1701030191 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0250 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] An important meeting started at the Presidential 
Mansion in Cankaya at 0400 [0200 GMT]. President 
Turgut Ozal, Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut, Chief of 
the General Staff General Dogan Gures, Foreign Min- 
ister Kurtcebe Alptemocin, and Defense Minister Husnu 
Dogan are participating in that meeting and are fol- 
lowing developments in the Gulf on maps. 


According to information we received from the Presi- 
dential Mansion, Iraq has undertaken no action against 
Turkey. Presidential spokesman Ambassador Kaya 
Toperi announced that President Bush telephoned Ozal 
to inform him of the beginning of the operation. The 
meeting at the Presidential Mansion began right after 
this telephone call. The U.S. operation in the Gulf area is 
being followed attentively at the Presidential Mansion. 


No Alarm Considered for Armed Forces 


TA1701032991 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0307 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] In response to a question, Staff Colonel Halil 
Kalayci, the director of the Allied Press Information 
Center, said that the Office of the Chief of Staff is 
following the [Gulf] incidents very carefully. He added: 
All kinds of measures and precautions have been taken. 
At this moment a threat against Turkey is out of the 
question. All we can do now is wait. All information we 
receive will be transmitted immediately to the press. 


Answering another question, Kalayci said: We are not 
involved in this operation at all. The Turkish Armed 
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Forces have taken all necessary measures along the 
border and are ready for their missions. 


Kalayci also said that no alarm is being considered and 
no extra measures have been taken, but all our borders 
are safely protected. 


Akbulut: Saddam Unable To Respond to Allies 


TA1701153291 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1500 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut has said that it 
is no longer possible for Iraq to respond to the multina- 
tional forces in the Gulf region. Replying to reporters’ 
questions after his party’s group meeting, Akbulut said 
that it is out of the question for Irag, whose strategic 
targets have been destroyed and whose operational capa- 
bility has been negated, to respond to the multinational 
force. Akbulut said: 


[Begin Akbulut recording] With what will it respond? 
According to information received, its missile launchers 
have almost been completely destroyed. Its aircraft 
cannot take off. Its communications system is down. Its 
radar systems are not functioning. How will it operate? 
Now, we should accept the following: It is faced with a 
technologically supreme, professional, and experienced 
force. Its own force and technology is not sufficient to 
counter it. This fact was known well in advance. Now it 
has become clearly evident. It was a known fact anyway. 


I reiterate, especially, that Shevardnadze, when he was 
visiting Turkey, said that the Soviet Union was familiar 
with the weapons Iraq possesses. He said: Most of them 
are our own weapons. Wher the power and structure of 
these weapons are compared to those on the other side, a 
great discrepancy can be perceived. It is impossible for 
Saddam to resist his opponents with this force and with 
these weapons. He will be defeated. Despite the fact that 
we have explained this to him, we have not been able to 
convince him. That is what he said. This is true. His 
statements have come true. Everyone was of the same 
opinion. He was not the only one to say it. Now it has 
become evident.[end recording] 


Akbulut on Authorization for Military Action 


TA1701051791 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0450 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] In reply to a question by a 
journalist during a news conference today, Akbulut said 
that, though the necessary authorization for an action 
has already been received from the Assembly, this new 
move was aimed at clarifying some objections on the 
authorization already granted. Taking into consideration 
the time that has elapsed since then, we have thought it 
beneficial to renew this authorization, and to ask for 
authorization on matters we believe are necessary, he 
added. 
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In response to a question on whether the Assembly will 
be asked for authorization for the use of military bases, 
Akbulut said: Of course. 


In reply to a question on whether these bases will be used 
as soon as this permission is granted, Akbulut said: All 
this will be determined by the Assembly. He stated that 
the US. aircraft stationed in Turkey have not been used 
in the Gulf operation so far, but that they could be used 
if necessary. 


Spokesman Discusses Role of U.S. Fighters 


TA 1601154391 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1504 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Forty-eight U.S. 
fighter planes, expected to arrive at the Jacirlik joint 
Turkish-U.S. air base in southeastern Turkey over the 
next few days, are coming to Turkey within the frame- 
work of a bilateral accord with the United States, the 
Foreign Ministry said on Wednesday. 


Ministry spokesman Murat Sunegar told a weekly press 
briefing that the U.S. planes had been requested on 
authorization recognized to the government by a parlia- 
mentary decree issued last year. 


Prime Minister Yiidirim Akbulut announced on 
Monday that the United States had agreed to send the 
extra planes to bolster Turkey's defenses in the event of 
a Gulf war. 


The planes have been authorized to take part in any 
military operation, Sungar said. 


He poinied out that the Turkish Armed Forces could 
open fire without resorting to seeking authorization in 
the event of aggression against them or Turkish territory 
and said this could be justified as self-defense. 


The spokesman however drew attention to the difference 
between “opening fire” and “opening war.” 


A U.S. Embassy official said here on Tuesday that the 
planes would be brought to Turkey in the shortest 
possible time but refused to specify a precise date besides 
saying it was hoped that the aircraft would arrive before 
the weekend. 


The official said there was no information as to the type 
of plane that would be supplied except that efforts were 
being made to meet the specifications of the Turkish 


request. 


No problems exist as to the capacity of Incirlik base to 
house the additional aircraft, the official said. 


Base officials told ANATOLIA on Tuesday that a total of 
50 transport aircraft, including C-5 Galaxys and C-141 
Star Lifters had landed at Incirlik. 


The officials said that some of these would fly on to 
Saudi Arabia. 
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A U.S. Air Force medical aircraft which took off from 
Torrejon base in Spain has also landed at Incirlik along 
with 30 doctors and medical equipment. 


U.S. warplanes deployed at the joint Turkish-U.S. mili- 
tary air base on Monday conducted intensive practice 


flights. [passage omitted] 


Spokesman Denies Incirlik Used in Attack 
TA1701151391 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1500 GMT 17 Jan 91 


{Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—It has been announced 
that Israeli television reports saying that the Incirlik 
installations in Turkey were used during the attack 
against Iraq are unfounded. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Murat Sungar has denied a 
report carried by Israeli television this morning claiming 
that the Incirlik installations in Turkey were used during 
the attack against Iraq. 


Sungar stressed that these reports are categorically 
untrue. 


AWACS Plane Lands at Incirlik 17 Jan 


TA1701161991 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1525 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Adana (ANATOLIA)—The activities observed at 
the joint Turkish-U.S. Incirlik defense installations since 
the onset of the Gulf war are continuing. 


An AWACS early warning system plane landed at the 
Incirlik installations for the first time this afternoon. 


Officials noted that from now on the flights at the instal- 
lations will be subject to the permission of the General 
Staff. Officials added that preparations are continuing at 
Incirlik to provide humanitarian and logistical support. 


In addition to various transport and hospital planes, 
there are also F-15, F-16, and F-111 fleets in a state of 
readiness at the joint Turkish-U.S. Incirlik defense 
installations. 


Training Flights Terminated at Incirlik Base 


TA1601150791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1423 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] Adana (ANATOLIA)—Training flights were ter- 
minated and conditions for alert situation completed at 
Incirlik Turkish- American joint defense installation in 
southern Turkey about 700 km (460 miles) from Iraqi 
territory by the time the United Nations deadline for 
Iraq to pull out of Kuwait ran out on Wednesday. 
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Along with 3 thousand American troops, squadrons of 
F-111, F-16 and F-15 war planes are waiting at Incirlik at 
the moment. 


A stock-pile of aircraft and war materials have began to 
be built up at Incirlik since the beginning of the Gulf 
crisis on August 2, when Iraq occupied Kuwait. 


Netherlands Sends Air Force Unit to Turkey 


TA1601154991 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1445 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] Frankfurt (ANATOLIA}—A Dutch Air Force unit 
of 150 men on Wednesday flew to Turkey from Hanover, 
Germany. 


A Dutch military spokesman said the unit, stationed at 
Stolzenau in Lower Saxony, would go to Diyarbakir, the 
capital of the southeastern region which borders Iraq. 


It marks the first time that Holland has sent troops to the 
region since the beginning of the Gulf crisis. 


The spokesman said transport planes scheduled to ferry 
1,500 tonnes of missiles and radar equipment to Turkey 
would leave later on Wednesday. 


National Security Council Session on Gulf Issue 


TA1701084891 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0845 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] The National Security Council [NSC] met under 
President Turgut Ozal at 1000 [0800 GMT] today at the 
Cankaya Presidential Mansion. The recent develop- 
ments in the Gulf region were discussed during the 
meeting. 


Following the NSC meeting, the Council of Ministers 
will meet. 


Statement on Use of Force 


TA1701113891 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1120 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] The National Security Council [NSC] Secretariat 
General has issued a statement in connection with the 
decisions made at the NSC meeting. The statement is as 
follows: 


The NSC met under President Turgut Ozal at the Can- 
kaya Presidential Mansion on 17 January 1991 with the 
participation of Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut, Chief 
of the General Staff General Dogan Gures, National 
Defense Minister Husnu Dogan, Interior Minister 
Abdulkadir Aksu, Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe 
Alptemocin, Ground Forces Commander General 
Muhittin Fusunogiu, Naval Forces Commander Admiral 
Irfan Tinaz, Air Forces Commander General Siyami 
Tastan, Gendarme Commander General Esref Bitlis, 
and NSC Secretary Generali General Nezihi Cakar. The 
NSC has discussed the political and military assessments 
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made by the Foreign Ministry and the Chief of Staff in 
connection with the operation started by the multina- 
tional forces in the Gulf region in the early hours of 17 
January 1991 and has decided to inform the government 
that the Council of Ministers should take the necessary 
decisions regarding the additional measures to be taken 
to increase the readiness of the Turkish Armed Forces as 
well as to authorize the use of the Turkish Armed Forces 
and the foreign armed forces in line with the speedy 
developments and in accordance with UN Security 
Council Resolution No. 678. 


The Council of Ministers met after the NSC mecting. In 
a statement after the cabinet meeting, Ozal said that it is 
important for the Turkish Grand National Assembly to 
grant the government the authority to make war from the 
viewpoint of national unity and solidarity. Ozal said that 
the possibility of Turkey not participating in the war ts 
high. 


Meeting Concludes; Ozal Comments 


TA1701105791 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1040 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] The National Security Council [NSC] met under 
President Turgut Ozal at the Cankaya Mansion today. 
The Council of Ministers is currently in session under 
Ozal at the Cankaya Mansion. The NSC meeting, which 
began at 1000 [0800 GMT], lasted for | and ‘2 hours. In 
a statement after the meeting, Ozal said that develop- 
ments in the Gulf war were assessed and that various 
decisions were made. Ozal’s statement 1s as follows: 


{Begin Ozal recording] The air forces in the Gulf region 
began an attack on Iraq and Kuwait at around 0150 
Turkish time last night in accordance with UN Security 
Council Resolution No. 678. About a hour and a half 
before this development, in other words around 1|.220- 
1225 our time, U.S. President Bush called me and 
informed me of his decision regarding the operation. He 
said that he was praying for the operation to be suc- 
cessful and that a massive and continuous air attack 
would take place. After this telephone conversation, | 
informed the prime minister, the chief of the General 
Staff, and the defense and foreign ministers of this 
development. We began to follow the developments here 
at the Cankaya Mansion. Meanwhile, our chief of staff 
convened the commanders of our forces at the chief of 
staff headquarters. They followed the developments 
from headquarters. [end recording] 


The Council of Ministers meeting began after the NSC 
meeting. The meeting is still in session. 


Cabinet Adopts NSC Decision 


TA1701150391 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1455 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] After the National Security Council [NSC] 
meeting, the Council of Ministers met under President 
Turgut Ozal for about an hour at the Cankaya Presiden- 
tial Mansion today. The NSC decision on the use of the 
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Turkish Armed Forces and the foreign armed forces was 
adopted by the cabinct. In a statement after the meeting, 
Ozal said that it 1s important for the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly to grant the government this 
authority in order to express national unity. 


National Assembly Meets on Gulf Crisis 


Akbulut Seeks Authority for Force 


TA1701042391 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0347 GMT 17 Jan 9] 


[News conference by Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut 
to journalists at the residence of the Prime Minister on 
17 January following his meeting at the presidential 
mansion—live] 


| xt] I want to express my regret that, despite all efforts, 
a peaceful solution has not been achieved in the Gulf. As 
you know, an operation has been undertaken in accor- 
dance with the pertinent UN Security Council resolu- 
tions passed to combat Iraq's unjust act of 2 August. I 
hope that Saddam Husayn will acknowledge the gravity 
of the situation and will take the necessary steps to stop 
this operation and prevent the loss of lives. As reports 
received so far indicate, it is impossible for him to match 
the forces facing him. 


I would like to point out that there has been no aggres- 
sion against us so far. Therefore, there is no cause for 
worry. I would like to add that all necessary measures for 
the safety of our country have been taken. 


Tomorrow I want to brief the assembly on the situation 
in the Gulf and, after the necessary statements are made, 
to ask once more for the lofty Assembly's authorization 
on certain issues. 


Naturally, we are sorry over what is happening. We do 
not want any loss of life. We are against the loss of lives, 
either among the Iragi people or the troops of the 
multinational force facing Iraq. Unfortunately, that has 
been unavoidable. It is clear that Saddam Husayn has 
committed a historic mistake. As | have already told you 
at the beginning of my statement, | am in favor of this 
Operation stopping before it causes a great loss of life. 


| am glad to observe from the reports received so far that 
only strategic points and military targets have been 
attacked. I thank you all. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Sir, you said you are going 
to ask the Assembly for authorization. Will that be an 
authorization for a declaration of war? 


[Akbulut] As I have already declared several times in the 
past, a declaration of war is one thing and being attacked 
is something else. This will not be a declaration of war. 
The authorization of the lofty Assembly will be sought 
for the eventuality of an attack, should it be carried out 
against us and make it necessary to undertake an action 
beyond our borders to meet that aggression. We will do 
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our best so that such an authority is granted, so that our 
security and safety are provided for in the best possible 
way. 


[Unidentified correspondent} In an earlier statement you 
said that Turkey will react only in self-defense. Is this 
Statement still valid today? 


{[Akbulut! The Turkish troops and Armies will not 
engage in any action unless aggression is Committed 
against us. | am reiterating that view. Our troops, our 
Armed Forces, will not be engaged in any operation 
unless our country 1s attacked. 


Alptemocin, Akbulut, Others Speak 
TA1701112391 


{Editorial Report] Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish at 1200 GMT on 17 January begins live cov- 
erage of a Turkish Grand National Assembly session 
with the deputy speaker reading the prime munister’s 
petition to the assembly on the National Security 
Council proposal to authorize the use of the Turkish 
Armed Forces and the foreign armed forces if develop- 
ments warrant. 


At 1208 GMT, Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin 
takes the podium and begins his speech He begins with 
a history of the Gulf crisis and how all efforts for a 
political solution did not yield any results. He empha- 
sizes that Turkey has repeatedly “declared its determi- 
nation not to be involved in this issue, not to join in the 
war, and not to become a second front.” 


Social Democratic Populist Party leader Erdal Inonu 
speaks next. He begins by saying that the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait is unacceptable. He portrays the failure to 
persuade Saddam Husayn to withdraw as a weakness of 
world diplomacy. He adds that the world and his party 
are in favor of an Iraqi withdrawal and that the opera- 
tion of the multinational forces have that aim in mind. 
Inonu goes on to say that now that the war has started 
our wish is for it to end as quickly as possible and to 
minimize the bloodshed. 


inonu accuses Ozal of misinforming the public on UN 
Resolution 678 and misqnoting the resolution as “nec- 
essary support.” He notes that the difference between 
appropriate an) necessary is very significant. Inonu says 
that Turkey has, thus far, contributed more than its 
share. Inonu says: “We have implemented the UN 
Security Council resolutions. We have done what is 
necessary. No one can expect more from us. If our 
government wishes to contribute more than that, it 
should come to us and explain the reasons for such a 
wish. It should explain it to us and to our peopie.” 


Inonu interprets the prime minister's petition asking for 
the authorization for the use of the foreign forces at 
Incirlik base, contrary to what Alptemocin has said, as 
actually opening a second front. He calls on the govern- 
ment to be sincere in its goals and clearly state that it 
wants to participate in a war in exchange for other 
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interests in the future. Inonu calls on the Assembly 
members to vote against the petition to safeguard the 
country and its future. Next, True Path Party leader 
Suleyman Demirel speaks. He denounces the aggressive 
policies of Iraq and notes that any attack against Turkey 
will meet with a patriotic retaliation. He adds that such 
an attack should not be used as an excuse for military 
action. Demirel goes on to say that the authorities 
requested by the government are actually contrary to 
Article 92 of the Constitution. He says: “The govern- 
ment should come out and say that the security of our 
country 1s violated for such and such a reason. This is the 
way we propose to deal with it. It will say so at the 
Assembly. The Assembly will then say go ahead and act. 
We told the government that, instead of asking for a 
carte blanche, it should explain the reasons why you 
want the authority and how you will exercise it.” 


Demirel goes on to say that the foreign forces were 
brought to Turkey for Turkey's defense in accordance 
with the existing agreements. Demirel said: “Now you 
want authorization for the existence of foreign troops in 
Turkey, the use of these forces, in accordance with 
Article 92 of the Constitution. What you want is permis- 
sion to use and send abroad our forces as well as the 
foreign forces. Now the question is this: Did these 
countries send these forces to Turkey to strengthen our 
protection, which was your initial explanation—or did 
they send them in order for Turkey to send these forces 
abroad even if it is not attacked? Above all, does Turkey 
have such a right? Can Turkey make use of these forces 
in an Operation? No, it cannot.” 


Demirel conludes his speech by warning the government 
against dragging the country into a war. 


State Minister Kamran Inan comes to the rostrum to 
explain the Motherland Party's views. He recalls the 
spirit of national unity during the Cyprus “Peace Oper- 
ation.” He says one would have wished the same spirit to 
reign at such a difficult time. Inan goes on to accuse the 
Opposition parties of opposing the government just for 
the sake of opposition. He recalls the aid extended to 
Iraq in the past during its war with Iran. Inan says the 
U.S. Congress and the British parliament are examples 
of national unity. He adds that if Turkey wants to exert 
any influence on the future of the Middle East and take 
its place at the conference table in the aftermath of the 
war, then it should take its rightful place with the 
Western world now. Inan says that Turkey cannot 
remain impartial to the tyranny of a leader in its own 
region while 28 other countries, some as far away as 
Australia, have sent troops to the multinational forces. 
He concludes his speech by saying that the ANAP 
deputies will be voting in favor of the petition. 


Then Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut addresses the 
Assembly. He relates the Turkish policies pursued since 
the onset of the crisis and the various resolutions 
adopied by the United Nations. He says: “The Security 
Council adopted a series of resolutions. We, as Turkey, 
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abided by these resolutions. We are part of these resolu- 
tions. The first resolution dealt with an embargo. The 
goal was to implement the embargo and to solve the 
crisis through peaceful means, prevent the unjust Iraqi 
move, and secure the unconditional withdrawal of Iraq 
from Kuwait.” Akbului goes on to recall past Assembly 
sessions in which the opposition questioned the decision 
of the government to abide by the embargo. He says that 
it took the oppovition 5 and ‘> months to realize that 
abiding by the resolutions was the right thing to do. He 
notes that Turkey has not participated in the war despite 
the fact that 28 countries are directly involved in it. 
Akbulut adds thal the government has been pursuing a 
steady policy on the Gulf policy. Akbulut says that, 
contrary to the claims of the opposition that the Gulf 
policies are being formulated behind closed doors, this 
issue has been discussed at the Assembly numerous 
times. The prime minister goes on to accuse the opposi- 
tion leaders of exploiting the Gulf crisis to serve their 
partisan interests. 


In reply to an earlier question from Inonu on what 
Turkey's interests would be in such an involvement. 
Akbulut said: “Mr. Inonu, this is our interest. Our 
neighbor is aggressive, Mr. Inonu. Our neighbor is 
threatening us and the region with its arsenal. If our 
neighbor holds on to the Kuwaiti oil, it will try to bring 
the whole region under its control. We do not agree with 
it. We are opposed to it because we do not agree with this 
policy. We want to prevent injustice. We want justice to 
prevail. We want international law to prevail. This ts our 
interest.” Akbulut proceeds to read excerpts from the 
petition, asking the opposition why they think it 1s not 
clear. Akbulut concludes his speech by calling on the 
deputies to vote in favor of the petition 


An announcer says that the results of the voting will be 
reported in subsequent newscasts. 


Text of Alptemocin Address 


7A170114089] Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1200 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin’s speech 
at the Turkish Grand National Assembly—tive] 


{Text} Mr. Chairman, dear members of the Asseinbly: 
Only a few days ago, | onveyed to you the developments 
concerning the Gulf crisis, its onset, the course of events 
on this subject, our government's attitude, and the 
policies pursued in this connection. During my state- 
ments, | recounted to you in chronological order the 
decisions adopted in international platforms, as well as 
at the Turkish Grand National Assembly. I also found 
the opportunity to clearly state our expectations for the 
future. 


On that occasion, | noted that we were in favor of a 
peaceful resolution of the problem, that despite all the 
negative developments we still preserved our hope, and 
that we hoped that the Iraqi Administration would begin 
withdrawing its forces, thus opening the way to peace 
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All efforts and last-minute peace initiatives fetled, how- 
ever, to yield any results; and during a session chaired by 
Saddam Husayn, the Iraqi Administration unanimously 
declared through its parliament that no concessions 
would be made on the subject of Kuwait and if necessary 
Iraq would engage in war. 


Despite this decision, states like France and Yemen 
launched certain last-minute initiatives with the hope 
that they could crack the door open. In reactson to these 
imitiatives, Turkey announced that i would respect the 
UN Security Council resolutions and that in any case 1! 
favored the peaceful resolution of the problem, sooner or 
later. Unfortunately, these initiatives, too, failed to pro- 
duce any results. 


Dear deputies, we declared that we do not approve of the 
Iraqi invasion and subsequent annexation of Kuwait. 
Furthermore, we stated that we would abide by the UN 
Security Council resolutions, and we did so. From the 
beginning, we fully complied with the embargo on Iraq. 
As you will recall, at that time we were criticized for 
complying with the embargo, and it was claimed that 
Turkey's compliance with this resolution was wrong. We 
wish that the embargo decision, the other measures 
adopted against Iraq, and the initiatives we cited here 
had been effective and the Iraqi Administration had 
been able to make a decision which could correct its 
mistake. 


Dear deputies, now an operation has started with Irag on 
one side and a 28-country coalition supported by almost 
all countries. Planes belonging to the U.S.. British 
Kuwaiti, and Saudi Air Forces are currently bombing 
Iraq and Kuwait, and unfortunately, these two countries 
are experiencing perhaps one of the biggest disasters in 
history. One of history's biggest disasters is unfortu- 
nately taking place because of obstinacy, or maybe 
because of mistaken information, messages. Or assess- 
ments provided to him. 


From the beginning, Turkey has declared its determina- 
tion not to be involved in this issue, not to yon in the 
war, and not to become a second front. Now, 28 coun- 
tries are participating in this matter to a greater or lesser 
extent. Turkey has still not joined in the war. Turkey is 
still stating that it does not want to become a second 
front 


In my previous statement, | said that the government 
adopted several measures with a view to safeguarding the 
country’s lofty interests, preserving its integrity, and 
preventing any possible threat to our country. With your 
support also, these measures were implemented in a 
successful manner. Turkey 1s prepared for any kind of 
danger, but it wishes to enhance these preparations in 
view of certain possible developments. 


As you will recall, this lofty Assembly previously 
adopted Resolutions 107 and 108. In accordance with 
Constitutional Article 92. these resolutions allowed the 
Turkish Armed Forces to be sent abroad and foreign 
armed forces to be deployed in Turkey and authorized 
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the government to assess and decide on the necessity, 
limit, and scope of such an action. In my last statement, 
I announced that within the framework of measures 
adopted in Turkey, the government decided to request 
the arrival of a 48-plane force from the United States on 
the basis of these resolutions. 


Dear deputies, in view of recent developments and 
possible future developments, 1" has been decided to 
make an addition to the string of measures we have so far 
adopted in order to guarantee our country’s security, to 
establish regional peace and stability as soon as possible, 
and to ensure that the Iraq: people can attain prosperity. 
peace, and democracy. This decision consists of 
obtaining your consent to the use of the foreign forces in 
Turkey to serve the objectives I just cited if necessary. 
This decision will indicate that Turkey 1s ready for 
anything. 


I repeat, Turkey does not want to adopt this decision in 
order to become a party to the war, to open up a second 
front, or to serve any other purpose. 


This decision 1s being presented to you as a last link in 
the chain of measures adopted in a bid to protect 
regional stability and help perpetuate a lasting peace in 
the region. These measures will be adopted after a 
careful scrutiny of the developments and their necessity, 
limit, scope, and timing will be assessed and determined 
by the government. 


There is a fire at our doorstep. As | just explained, 
extremely grave events are taking place there. We do not 
approve of these events. We want them to cease as soon 
as possible. We were not the cause of these incidents. 
Furthermore, as an individual country and as a member 
of the international community, Turkey resorted to 
every possible means in order to prevent these incidents. 
Turkey participated in all the peaceful efforts in one way 
or another, and frequently as a leader. 


Dear deputies, | will now read to you the petition which 
will soon be submitted for your approval for the reasons 
that I cited: 


Because of the Gulf crisis caused by the Iraqi invasion 
and annexation of Kuwait, the Assembly is asked to 
allow the deployment of the Turkish Armed Forces in 
foreign countries, the deployment of foreign forces in 
Turkey, and the utilization of these forces in accordance 
with Constitutional Article 92. The necessity, limit, 
scope, and timing of such an action will be assessed and 
determined by the government with the primary aim of 
restoring peace and stability in the Middle East, sup- 
porting UN Security Council Resolution 678, main- 
taining the security of our country in the face of possible 
threats, effectively protecting and safeguarding Turkey's 
lofty interests in line with possible developments during 
and after the crisis, and assisting the government in 
pursuing a speedy and dynamic policy in line with the 
course of events in order to avoid an irreversible sstua- 
tion in the future 
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In view of the importance of the subject, | declare that 
our proposal will be discussed here. | would like to 
express my conviction that the decision to be adopted 
here will be auspicious for the Turkish people. 


Use of Force Authorized 


TA1701161491 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1610 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—The Turkish Grand 
National Assembly has adopied the Council of Ministers 
proposal authorizing the use of the Turkish Armed 
Forces and the foreign forces deployed in Turkey in the 
Gulf crisis. The proposal was adopted by 250 votes. 
During the voting, in which 399 deputies participated, 
148 cast their votes against the motion and one deputy 
abstained. 


Inonu Calls For Turkey To Stay Out of War 


TA1701101691 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 0955 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] In a statement before his party's executive com- 
mittee meeting at the parliament building today, Erdal 
Inonu, Social Democratic Populist Party leader, said: 


A military operation was initiated last night in the Gulf 
to force Iraq from the territories it has occupied. From 
the very beginning, we made two points: First, that this 
problem should be solved peacefully, beginning with the 
withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait in order to provide the 
necessary atmosphere. This, of course, had to be imple- 
mented by those forces who are there, namely, the 
United States and Iraq. They have now chosen, however, 
to solve the conflict through war. The UN Security 
Council resolutions gave the United States and its allies 
the authority to use force. 


We also said another thing: Should a war break out, 
Turkey has no place in that war. This second remark, 
which we made then, has now gained foremost impor- 
tance. 


Iraq Warns Against ‘Any Act of Aggression’ 
NC 1601175091 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
14 Jan 91 pp 1, 17 


[Fatih M. Yilmaz report: “Iraq Will Not Attack 
Turkey”] 


[Text] Baghdad—The anxiety caused in Baghdad by 
Turkey has increased with only 24 hours to go before the 
“timetable for war” comes into effect in the Gulf. While 
the Iraqi Government is trying to determine Turkey's 
position in the event of war, Baghdad attaches special 
importance to the messages it can convey to the Turkish 
people. Noting that Iraq does not pose a threat to 
Turkey, Latif Nusayyif Jasim, Iraqi culture and informa- 

minister, has said: “We do not plan to attack 


” 


Key. 
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Jasim asserted that Iraq 1s prepared to strike at any act of 
aggression, wherever it may come from. 


Latif Jasim received Turkish journalists in Baghdad 
yesterday. He tried to convey the message that “Irag will 
not attack Turkey.”’ Noting that he has been 
“astounded” by the Turkish press reports that “Irag 
posed a threat to Turkey,” Jasim said: “Why should we 
attack Turkey? We do not intend to seck revenge on 
Turkey. We have no place on Turkey's soil. These views 
have been propagated by the United States and the 
Zionists. Representatives of opposition parties in 
Turkey have visited Iraq. They have learned that these 
views are unfounded. We have reached out to establish 
relations in every domain with Turkey. We are prepared 
to supply oil to Turkey, even under present conditions. 
Whoever says we will attack Turkey does Iraq an injus- 
tice.” 


Asked how Iraq will react if Turkey allows the Incirlik 
Air Base to be used, Jasim said: “We definitely do not 
want a war to be fought. Nevertheless, we are determined 
to strike at any act of aggression, wherever it may come 
from. The Turks have said that they will not use force 
against Iraq. We have faith in unis. Turkey 1s not our 
enemy.” 


Although the deadline established by the UN Security 
Council for Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait expires 
tomorrow, there is no indication in Baghdad that Iraq 
will take a positive step in that regard. Iraqi officials 
have persistently claimed that Kuwait will remain the 
19h province of Iraq. Referring to the matter, Latif 
Jasim said: “Iraq refuses to withdraw from Kuwait.” 


Institutions Warned of Iraqi Terrorist Attacks 


NC 1601200791 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
14 Jan 91 p8 


[Excerpt] Ankara, (TERCUMAN)—Acting on intelli- 
gence reports that Saddam Husayn has planned to have 
a number of terrorist attacks carried out in Turkey, 
officials in Ankara have warned state institutions in the 
capital to maintain a state of alert against possible acts of 
terrorism. All official institutions, including a number of 
private institutions, have been warned by telephone 
against acts of terrorism by pro-Iraqi elements. 


A TERCUMAN correspondent has been informed that 
pro-Iragi groups may carry out acts of terrorism in 
Turkey. Acting on this information, the ministries have 
called officials in institutions in Ankara by telephone to 
instruct them to strengthen their security measures. The 
institutions have been asked to control the entry and exit 
of people more effectively and have a high-ranking 
official assume responsibility for security measures. Offi- 
cial institutions, and some private ones that could be 
selected as targets by terrorists have been instructed to 
have an executive official on duty round the clock. The 
security measures taken by the institutions will be con- 
stantly controlled. [passage omitted] 
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Governor Says No Problems in Border Provinces 
TA1701064291 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0530 GMT 17 Jan 91 


[Text] Hayri Kozakcioglu, governor of the state of emer- 
gency region, has said that in his talks with the governors 
of the 13 provinces under his jurisdiction following the 
U.S. operation in the Gulf, he was notified that all 
services to citizens are being provided without any 


problems. 


He concluded by saying that all necessary security and 
defense measures were taken in the region. 


Iraqis Defect; ‘No Unusual Activity’ on Border 


TA1601155¥91 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1515 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] Diyarbakir/Van (ANATOLIA)}—Thirteen Iraqis 
defected to Turkey over the border near the township of 
Cukurca in the southeatern border frontier province of 
Hakkari, official sources reported on Wednesday. 


The defectors, who were reportedly worried by the 
United Nations deadline for Iraq to pull out of Kuwait, 
crossed the border and arrived at Narli village. 


The Iraqis, all members of a single family, are to be 
questioned by local security officials. 


Hakkari's governor, Sechabettin Harput, said it was not 
new for Iraqis to flee to Turkey but added that he had 
been unable to keep a count of the recent upsurge. 


All Iraqis who have previously defected to Turkey have 
dispersed to various parts of the country Harput said. 


In eastern and southeastern regions of Turkey near the 
Iraqi border no unusual activity was noticeable as the 
United Nations deadline expired on Wednesday morn- 
ing—cxcept that greater than average number of school 
children stayed at home. 


School children have reportedly been seeking medical 
certificates from health centers to be excused from 
classes because of “extreme stress in view of a probable 
attack from Iraq.” 


Inonu Says Unity Requires Impartial President 
TA1601161591 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1818 GMT 16 Jan 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA}—Main opposition Social 
Democratic Populist Party (SHP) leader Erdal Inonu on 
Wednesday responded to criticism of the opposition’s 
refusal to unite around President Turgut Ozal as the Gulf 
crisis looks set to turn to war 
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“National unity requires an impartial president, not a 
president from a political party,” he said, referring to the 
ruling Motherland Party which Ozal led before becoming 
president in November 1989. 


The Constitution stipulates that the president should 
drop all allegiance to any political party and act impar- 
tually. 

But the SHP and the nght-wing opposition True Path 
Party (DYP) refuse to recognize Ozal, a former prime 
minister elected by the Motherland majority in parlia- 
ment. 


Both parties claim that the Motherland represents only 
20 percent of the electorate. 


The opposition also accuses Ozal, who has assumed a 
leading role in Turkey's Gulf policy, of going beyond his 
constitutional powers and undermining the authority of 
parliament. 


The Motherland, which has a clear majority in the 
450-member Assembly, has supported all moves by Ozal 
since the crisis broke out. 


Asked by Ekkehard Eickhoff, the German ambassador in 
Ankara, if he intended to accept an invitation from Ozal 
to a summit of political leaders to discuss the Gulf crisis, 
Inonu said, “national unity is owt of the question in this 
case because Ozal is behaving just like a political party 
leader.” 


Inonu in fact said on Tuesday he would not attend the 
meeting called by Ozal. Ozal invited political leaders to 
meet with him on Friday to discuss the Gulf crisis in a 
televised statement broadcast on Monday evening. 


The SHP Central Executive Board met at parliament on 
Tuesday to evaluate Ozal's invitation and decided that 
SHP leader should not attend. 


Inonu told Eickho'T, “unfortunately President Ozal is 
not acting impartially He behaves as if he is still the 
leader of his (Motherland) party. In doing so he ts 
putting the opposition in a difficult position. The oppo- 
sition wants national unity too, but not under the leader 
of a political party,” he said. 


“National unity does not require political parties to 
abandon their policies. In fact parties maintain their 
policies for the sake of national unity,” he added. 


Inon accused the president of implementing policies 
although unauthorized by the Constitution, and said, 
“Ozal is dragging the country into a war. We cannot 
agree with that policy. Everyone should understand well 
that the entire nation is united around the defense of the 
country, but it is the du'y of the opposition to point out 
the error of a single person's policies.” 
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